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Glenside Fire District 2013 
Our Mission Statement 

 

The Glenside Fire Protection District is dedicated to preserving the quality of 
life and property of our residents and businesses by providing diverse, high 
quality services that answer the needs of our community. We will participate 
actively in the community through education and prevention, serving as a role 

model that is identifiable, accountable, and one that lets the community know: 

“We’re There and We Care” 



 

Annual Report 2013 
The members of the Glenside Fire Protection District take great pride in providing the    
residents and visitors of the district with quality cost effective care each and every day. 
Glenside personnel saw a 7% decrease in requests for emergency service in 2013 versus 

2012. 

The district responded to 2,008 requests for service in 2013 with 71% being for         
Emergency Medical Services (up 9% from 2012). Our Paramedics and Emergency Medical 
Technicians had contact with 1,421 patients and provided advanced life support care to 

672 of them.  

We are pleased to report that there were no fire fatalities in the Glenside Fire Protection 

District in 2013. The district saw a decrease in fire loss in 2013. The fire loss in 2013 was 

$355,107, while in comparison 2012 saw a fire loss of $465,120. The majority of this loss 

came from two residential and one industrial fires: 

Aerial shots of the station were taken in the month of October. 



 

Annual Report 2013 



 

Fire...August 25th Garage Fire went to a MABAS box alarm with temperatures that day 

reaching 89 degrees.  Glenside firefighters found a fully involved garage fire impinging on 

the second floor of the house.  The fire spread to the second floor and attic.  All of the       

residents had evacuated prior to our arrival.  The fire was controlled by multiple handlines.  

Fire companies from Addison, Bloomingdale, Carol Stream, Glen Ellyn, Hanover Park,        

Lombard, Elk Grove Village, Roselle, West Chicago, and Winfield helped extinguish the fire.  

Property and contents were valued at $237,000.  Property and content value lost was 

$130,000.   

 Incidents and Fire Loss 



 

Once again, residents experienced 

loss due to dryer fires. An unattended 

dryer was left running with no one at 

home. Fires also occurred  with house-

hold appliances including stoves, lamp 

fixtures, etc. 

Fire alarm activated.  On February 19 Quint 58 and Medic 59 were dispatched to a fire 

alarm that was for a fire in the building.  The building had a fire with the electrical system.  

As soon as the power was de-energized the crews put the fire out.  Fire companies from 

Addison, Bloomingdale, Carol Stream, Bartlett, and Glen Ellyn assisted.  Property and     

contents were valued at $140,000.  Fire loss was $20,000. 

Incidents and Fire Loss 



 

On November, 17 2013 the Glenside Fire Protection District members and citizens of the 

State of Illinois shared in the disbelief of destruction caused by a devastating storm. At least 

16 tornadoes were later ranked from that day and primarily affected the towns of Wash-

ington (EF-4),  Gifford (EF-3), Coal City, Diamond, Frankfort, Manhattan, Pekin, St. Elmo (EF-

2) and many others. The storm caused damage in Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky & Missouri. 

The pictures on this page were taken 1 week after the storm hit and a majority of the de-

struction had been cleaned from the streets.  The District members, community and volunteers 

provided donations to assist the families affected by this horrific storm in Washington of 

which 1 individual lost their life, 120 were injured, over 500 families’ homes were damaged 

and many were displaced from their homes. Trustee Osborn and Acting Officer Cavanaugh 

made the trip to Washington, IL to personally visit Police Commander Robert Abel (retired 

Lt. from the District pictured below) to drop off collected items. 

News 



 

New Apparatus 

In December, 2013 the Glenside Fire Protection District proudly 

received their second employee designed Fire Engine. The new 

engine is built by Ferrara Fire Apparatus and had minor   

changes made to the 2010 engine build. The Engine is equipped 

with a 1,500 GPM pump, carries 1,000 gallons of water, and 

can seat a crew of 5 firefighters.  It will be placed into service 

in 2014. This new engine will replace a 1981 model and is ex-

pected to be in service for the next 20 years.  



 

Swearing-in of Commissioner John Tautkus 

Trustee Kosiara leading the oath of office 

New Employees With The District 

On January 8th the Glenside family welcomed John Tautkus as new Commissioner replacing Wes Becker. 

Swearing-in of Trustee Richard Osborn 

On June 11th the Glenside family welcomed back Rich Osborn as newly elected Trustee replacing Al Lipponeur. 



 

New Employees With The District 

Swearing-in of Joseph Taylor 

On June 2nd the Glenside family welcomed new career firefighter-paramedic Joseph Taylor. Joe was sworn in 

at the Board of Trustees meeting on June 11, 2013. 

Joe Taylor and his family Probationary firefighter Taylor reciting the oath of office 

Swearing-in of Deputy Chief James Reid 

On December 10th the Glenside family welcomed James Reid as the new Deputy Chief of Glenside. 



 

Extrication Exercise & Demonstration 

Extrication exercises at the   

annual Glendale Heights 

Show & Shine Car Show at 

Camera Park on September 

22, 2013. 

Training & Certifications for 2013 

Outside Training Classes 

Red Shift attending burn tower 
training in April through the 
cooperation of the Addison 

Fire Protection  District. 



 

New Senior Building Final Walk Through 

Training & Certifications for 2013 

A new senior housing building was built and near completion at the end of 2013. 

The Fire Prevention Bureau members worked  many hours to assist with this   project 

reviewing plans, inspections and walk-throughs. 



 

Training & Certifications for 2013 

OSFM and NIMS Certificates  

Chief Fire Officer 

Russ Wood 

Firefighter II (Basic Operations Firefighter) 

Thomas Buyle, Landon Starkey, Glenn Williams 

Advanced Technician Firefighter 

Kyle Lipponeur, Michael Pacie, Don Sparks 

Fire Officer I 

Richard Cassady 

Hazardous Materials Awareness 

Thomas Buyle, Landon Starkey, Glenn Williams 

Hazardous Materials Operations 

Thomas Buyle, John Fernandez, Michael Raimondi, Landon Starkey 

Hazardous Materials Incident Management 

Richard Cassady 

Fire Service Vehicle Operator 

Louis DiGioia, Jeremy Durbin, Matthew Hoover, Johannes Markschat,   

Michael Pacie, Paul Simandl, Spencer Spathis 

Technical Rescue Awareness 

Thomas Buyle, Michael Raimondi, Landon Starkey, Glenn Williams 



 

Training & Certifications for 2013 

OSFM and NIMS Certificates  

Vehicle and Machinery Operations 

Jeremy Durbin, Isaac Evans, Brian Hauser, Kyle Lipponeur, Michael Pacie, 

Don Sparks, Landon Starkey, Joseph Taylor 

NIMS: 

Joseph Taylor—100, 200, 700, 701, 703a, 704, 800 

     

John Fernandez—100, 200, 700, 701, 702a, 703a, 704, 800 

Acting Officer Mike DeLillo was a trainer and several employees attended the Vehicle and Machinery  

Operations class in Addison on September 23rd. 



 

Glenside Family For Charity 

Finest vs Bravest Charity Basketball Event 

The second Glendale Heights Police versus the Glenside/Bloomingdale Firefighters charity   
basketball event took place in November at the Village’s new Sports Recreation Center. The 
event featured a competitive game that resulted no (official) injuries!   Representatives of the 
Fire District put up a great battle for the large crowd, but found themselves a couple of points 
short of the win. The family of recently passed Glendale Heights Police Officer Don Darby    
received the $ 3,597.00  raised in this charity event. 

Team picture - members included Mike Pacie, Chief Russ Wood, Deputy Chief Jeff Janus, Isaac Evans, Brian Hauser, Jr., Jimmy Ketcham, Jeremy Dur-

bin, Louis DiGioia, Mike Raimondi,  Kyle Lipponeur, Adam Bzdelik, Scott Briarton and Lino Novielli. 



 

The District once again co-sponsored with the Glenside Professional Firefighters Association, 
IAFF Local 3277, the 5th Annual Chicagoland Golf Tournament to benefit the National Fallen 
Firefighters Foundation and raised over $28,600 in this single day event. The five year event 
has donated over $132,000 to the foundation. Five year sponsors were recognized with com-

memorative plaques at the dinner ceremony. 

MDA Fill The Boot Drive 

The Glenside Professional Firefighters Local 3277 once 
again sponsored the “Fill The Boot” Drive to benefit the 
Muscular Dystrophy Association. Members of the entire 
Glenside Family assisted with this event. Acting Officer 
Mike DeLillo organized the members of the   District for 
the two-day August event. A check in the amount of 
$5,162.24 was given to the MDA representative and 
will benefit local area children. The local MDA         
Representative recognized the drive’s efforts with a  
commemorative plaque at the October Trustees Board 
Meeting. (Picture is from 2012 presentation) 

Glenside Family For Charity 



 

5 Year Anniversary Recognitions 

Firefighter/Paramedic Adam Bzdelik  

Administrative Assistant Laura Haiden  

Firefighter Lino Novielli  

Firefighter Dave Zielinski 

The District recognized milestone anniversaries for employees through service award     

acknowledgement. The 2012 Service Awards ceremony was held at the Glendale Lakes in 

March, 2013 and recognized the following employees for their years of dedicated service to 

the Glenside Fire Protection District (through June, 2013): 

Recognition and Awards 



 

15 Year Anniversary Recognitions  

Firefighter Bob Johnston  

Paramedic/Firefighter Don Sparks 

Recognition and Awards 

10 Year Anniversary Recognitions 

Acting Officer Mike DeLillo 

Firefighter Jeff Hammond 

Commissioner Ray Rodriguez 



 

 

Recognition and Awards 

30 Year Anniversary Recognitions 

Lieutenant Robert Garon 

Firefighter Rich Schmidt 

20 Year Anniversary Recognitions   

Acting Officer Rich Cassady 

Trustee Sharon Christopher 

Firefighter Chris Wallin 



 

Retirements – Acting Officer Steve Long 

Steve Long retired from the Glenside Fire Protection District 

on November 16, 2011 after 30 years of service (to the 

date). Steve was an acting officer on gold shift and was the 

President of the Glenside Firefighters Professional            

Association Local 3277. 

Recognition and Awards 

Retirements – Firefighter/Paramedic Douglas Mendlik 

Doug Mendlik retired with a duty disability from the   

Glenside Fire Protection District on February 21, 2013   

after four and 1/2 years of being a full-time firefighter. 

Doug was previously with the Air Angels and a full-time 

paramedic with the District since 2004. 

Recognition—Mechanic Steve Garite 

Steve Garite was recognized for his 20 years of dedicated 

service to the fleet of the Glenside Fire District. Steve has 

worked hand in hand with the members of the District to 

assist in the build of the two most recent engines purchased 

by the District. 



 

Firefighter Michael Small with his family 

October 30, 2012 

Recognition and Awards 

Dedication Inscription: 

On April 13, 2011 an eight-pound 

axe became dislodged from its moor-

ing at the tip of Quint 717 during a 

training evolution. The axe fell 75 

feet onto this Bullard helmet which 

was being worn by Firefighter-

Paramedic Doug Mendlik, rendering 

h im unconsc ious,  permanent ly         

disabling him, and ending his fire-

fighting career. Doug Mendlik is 

ALIVE today by the Grace of God 

and because of a culture of safety. 

Because Lt.  Stephen Lipowski        

fostered a spirit of safety on his shift, 

Doug PROPERLY wore his helmet with 

chin strap on and tightened, prevent-

ing certain death and allowing Doug 

to celebrate life with his wife Kristi 

and new daughter  Miranda. 

Dedicated December 11, 2012  

Russell J. Wood, Fire Chief  

“Everyone Goes Home” 

Located in the Training Room 



 

Publication Education Events 

Annual Public Education Events 

The District and its members were once again present at various public education events held within our      

community as well as at our own station. 

 Glendale Heights 5-Day Fest with fireworks, first aid tent and public education information provided 

 Health And Safety Fair held this year at the new Glendale Heights Sports Center 

 Fishing Derby 

 Various Parties in the Park sponsored by the Village 

 National Night Out 

See detailed report with public attendance summaries later in the report. 

Firefighter Jeff Hammond assists in the preparation of the firefighter children for the 

annual poster picture. 

Annual In School Education Program 

The District has continued to work with the administration for schools that reside within our District. The 3rd 

Grade Fire Safety Program has continued in the District 16 schools for the past 8 Years. This past year, the  

students were evaluated at the beginning and end of the 7 month program.  

 19% of students went from fail to pass on the fire safety quiz, bringing all students to an acceptable fire  

safety knowledge level 

 69% of students increased their overall quiz score over the course of the program 



 

     The fire prevention bureau has experienced a very busy year. To 
our delight and somewhat surprise, there have been several new 
building starts and a few major additions within our Fire District in 
2013.  We now have a new 82 unit Senior Apartment building, a 
public storage warehouse, a start on a new Mosque, a two story 
hospital expansion and a large build out of Medifil Inc. on Windy 
Point Drive.  This year we also finished up with the approval and   
final inspection of several large Village projects. 

     Apart from our typical activities we also provided the                
continuation of the Senior Fire Safety Program.  This program is 
offered once a month for 8 months out of the year. National          
statistics show the two groups most at risk from dying in a fire are 
the old and the young.  Few Fire Departments have the commitment 
to address these concerns but with our 3rd grade fire safety program 
and our Senior fire safety program we are very proud to address 
both.           

      Also new this year was an effort put forth in the identification 
and annexation of 22 properties into our Fire District. All of these 
properties  are  south  of North Ave. We have been successful in   
obtaining voluntary annexation agreements with five of these    
properties. 

 

Fire Prevention Bureau  

Below is a statistical summary for the 2013 Fire Prevention Bureau 1,237 total Activities: 

    645   Fire Inspections    355   Fire Alarm Tests 

    104   Plan reviews      53   Meetings 

      33   Public Education Activities    19   Consultations 

        8   Investigations        2   Citizen Referrals/Complaints 

      15   Fire Department Instructional Training 

 

$38,620  Inspection & Review Fees Collected 

$13,470  Projected annual tax collection increase from new annexations in 2013 



 

The Board of Trustees and members of the     

Glenside Fire Protection District thank you for your 

interest in our annual report. We hope that this   

report has helped you understand some of what 

we do and where our efforts are. Our personnel 

remain committed to being good stewards of the 

public’s trust as we continue to explore ways to   

reduce costs while still providing high quality care 

and services to the community. The residents,      

visitors and people who work within this community 

should be pleased knowing that there are        

professional, well trained people on duty that can 

assist them in times of need. 

Thank you and may you and your family enjoy a 

safe and productive 2014. 

 

 

 

Russell J. Wood 
Fire Chief 

Chief’s Final Notes 
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EMERGENCY RESPONSES BY UNIT 
2013 

CHIEF 58 40 

 
 

DEPUTY 58 43 

MEDIC 58 1298 

ENGINE 58 26 

ENGINE 59 956 

QUINT 58 179 

MEDIC 59 636 

INSPECTOR 58 34 

INSPECTOR 59 11 

UTILITY 58 17 

UTILITY 59 (MULE) 1 

CHAPLAIN 58 1 

  

TOTAL  3242 
 



































































































Photograph Credits 
 

Pictures Direction - From left to right, top to bottom 

   

Storage Barn Fire February 19, 2013 Photographer George Thompson 

Camera Park—Car Show Extrication September 22, 2013 Chief Wood 

Final Walkthrough of New Senior Bldg. November 26, 2013 Fire Marshal Curt Shires 

2012 Service Awards & Recognition March 1, 2013 Mike Galanopulos 

Garage Fire on Brian August 25, 2013 Chief Wood 

   

North Ave Car Fire June 26, 2013 Unknown 

Storage Barn Fire February 19, 2013 Photographer George Thompson 

Garage Fire on Brian August 25, 2013 Unknown 

Garage Fire on Brian August 25, 2013 Chief Wood 

10-50 North Ave October 23,  2013 Photographer Unknown 

Vehicle vs. Vehicle vs. Structure January 17, 2013 Photographer Unknown 

   

Storage Barn Fire February 19, 2013 Photographer George Thompson 
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Set your sights and always aim high!                  

Achievements come from focus and perserverence. 

GLENSIDE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

1608 Bloomingdale Road 
Glendale Heights, IL 60139-2657 

(630) 668-5323 Office 
(630) 668-5396 Fax 
www.glensidefire.org 

 

Fire Chief Russell J. Wood 

Deputy Chief James F. Reid 
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