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Glenside Fire District 2014 
Our Mission Statement 

 

The Glenside Fire Protection District is dedicated to preserving the quality 
of life and property of our residents and businesses by providing diverse, 
high quality services that answer the needs of our community. We will 
participate actively in the community through education and prevention, 
serving as a role model that is identifiable, accountable, and one that lets 

the community know: 

“We’re There and We Care” 
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Annual Report 2014 
The members of the Glenside Fire Protection District take great pride in providing the    
residents and visitors of the District with quality cost effective care each and every day. 
Glenside personnel saw an 18% increase in requests for emergency service in 2014 versus 

2013. 

The district responded to 2,366 requests for service in 2014 with 67% being for         
Emergency Medical Services (down 2% from 2013). Our Paramedics and Emergency    
Medical Technicians had contact with 1,421 patients and provided advanced life support 

care to 686 of them.  

We are pleased to report that there were no fire fatalities in the Glenside Fire Protection 

District in 2014. The district saw a 99.7% dollar value save in fire loss in 2014. The fire loss 

in 2013 was $355,107, while in comparison 2014 saw a fire loss of $398,425.  

The majority of this loss came from one residential, one vehicle and one industrial fire. 
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The Glenside Fire Protection District‘s 45th Anniversary 

The Glenside Fire Protection District was created in June of 1969 through a referendum  

approved by the voters of the Glen Ellyn Countryside unincorporated area and the voters 

of the Village of Glendale Heights.  In October of 1970 a new fire station was dedicated 

to house 6 pieces of fire equipment and provided a training room and living areas for the 

firefighters. In 1984 there was an addition of two long apparatus bays on the west side of 

the original building and in 1994 a two phase renovation project was started. The first 

phase, the renovation of the apparatus bays and the underground fuel storage tanks was 

completed during 1994. However, the second phase, the demolition of the meeting room 

and living areas of the original building and the construction of new living areas and     

administrative offices had to wait for funding. In March of 2002 the residents of the    

Glenside Fire Protection District voted to approve a 3 million bond issue to renovate the 32 

year old fire station.  On July 31, 2004 the dedication of the renovated fire station was 

opened to the citizens for their inspection. The building which was funded by the citizens is 

expected to serve the community for the next century. Each day, 24 hours a day, a minimum 

of five persons are on duty to respond to a variety of emergency incidents.  Monday thru 

Friday from 8AM until 4:30PM an administrative staff of five additional personnel are on 

duty. Fire Chief Russell Wood and Deputy Chief James Reid manage the daily               

operations. Three trustees, Nick Kosiara, Sharon Christopher, and Richard Osborn, are 

elected by the citizens of the fire  

district to administer the funds and  

set policies. The District is a  

multi-million dollar operation  

protecting 34,000 citizens in the  

community 24 hours each day  

365 days each year.  

A commemorative 45th  

anniversary challenge coin was given  

to each employee, challenging them  

to “continue to strive for more.” 
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Scaffolding issues due to high 

winds at a new construction 

site in Glendale Heights on 

Schmale 

 Incidents and Fire Loss 

Mutual Aid to a Bloomingdale Fire in May, 2014 

(right) 

Backyard structure fire in May, 2014 (below) 
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There was a car fire on April, 2014 in 

the unincorporated Glen Ellyn area 

and another on May 7 in Glendale 

Heights (above).  

Fire alarm activated.  On April 30, 2014 Engine 58 and Medic 59 were dispatched to a 

fire alarm that was for a water main break at a business in Glendale Heights. 

Incidents and Fire Loss 

There was a flipped car in the indus-

trial area of Glendale Heights after 

the vehicle struck a boulder (below).  
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Weather Challenges Lead to Incidents 

Weather has always been a challenge to firefighters, especially the winter 

months. In 2014 we once again had our share of extreme weather, from 

summer storms to record breaking snow falls. 

High winds and extreme drop in 

temperatures brought an early 

winter to the area 

November, 2014 

Summer storms - North 

Ave and Bloomingdale 

Road 

July, 2014 
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Quick thaws and cold, freezing      

temperatures lead to iced over power 

boxes 

January, 2014 

Weather Challenges Lead to Incidents 

Broken pipes are a cause that lead 

to water damage in homes and 

businesses 

January, 2014 

Icy roads and black ice lead to car 

accidents and cars vs. trees incidents 

January, 2014 
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Out with the Old...In with the New! 

Several large projects were undertaken during the 2014 calendar year. The installation of new 

fuel tanks on the South side of the building for our apparatus, including two new underground 

storage tanks holding gasoline and diesel were installed to replace the original tanks put in   

circa 1972. Concrete work in the parking lot and on the South side apron was also completed. 

Station Projects 
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Upgrade to the Marquee Sign and New Fire Chief Vehicle 

Station Projects 

A brand new exhaust removal system was installed in the apparatus bays of the station through 

means of a FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) grant. The entire apparatus bay 

area and adjoining rooms were also painted before the system was installed. Safety grant 

money from the Illinois Public Risk Fund Safety Grant 2014 was used to purchase a power stair 

chair for one of the ambulances to assist paramedics with patients up to 500 pounds. A second 

chair was also purchased to mirror the equipment on the second ambulance. 

In cooperation with the Foreign Fire Insurance Board, the District moved forward with upgrading 

the marquee sign from manual to computerized. The project was started in 2014 and         

completed in early February, 2015. A new Fire Chief vehicle was purchased in late 2014   

moving the Chief’s previous car to the Fire Prevention Bureau. 

Exhaust Removal System & Power Stair Chairs  
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Hazmat Tech A Drill Exercise  

On May 16, 2014 the District 

hosted a Hazardous Materials 

Tech A certification course. 

Th i s  ce r t i f i ca t ion was           

organized by Training Officer 

Chris Cavanaugh. 

Training & Certifications for 2014 

Outside Training Classes 

Training evolutions were com-
pleted at the burn tower 
through the cooperation of 
the Addison Fire Protection  

District in April, 2014. 

Fire Safety 

Training 
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Technology Center of DuPage (TCD) 

Training & Certifications for 2014 

Glenside’s Engine was used for live fire training by the Technology Center of       

DuPage’s Fire Program in May, 2014. If you look closely in the first picture you will 

also see that several personal protective equipment (PPE), that was also donated to 

the program, is being worn by students. 
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Training & Certifications for 2014 

OSFM Certificates  

Fire Officer I (Provisional) 

Kyle Lipponeur and Michael Pacie, Jr. 

Hazardous Materials — Tech A 

Thomas Buyle, Jeremy Durbin, Scot Isaac Evans, Jeffery Hammond,  

Michael Pacie, Jr., Joseph Taylor and David Zielinski 

Rope Operations 

Gregory Ostrand and Joseph Taylor 

Fire Service Vehicle Operator 

Thomas Buyle, Christopher Barnes and Landon Starkey 

Fire Apparatus Engineer 

Louis DiGioia, Jacob Errington, Justin Hinz, Richard Jefferson,  

Natalino Novielli, Joan Pittman and Landon Starkey 

Instructor I 

Brian Hauser, Jr. 

Electrical Training on Drill Night - December 10th. 

Hazmat Tech A Training - May 16, 2014. 
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Training & Certifications for 2014 

OSFM and NIMS Certificates  

 

Fire Investigator (Recertification) 

Michael DeLillo 

Hazardous Materials Operations 

Nicholas Bojovic, Jonathan Drummer, Daniel Gomez, Gregory Gravina, Ryan Marshall and 

Gregory Ostrand 

Firefighter II (Basic Operations Firefighter) 

Nicholas Bojovic, Jonathan Drummer, Daniel Gomez, Gregory Gravina and Gregory Ostrand 

Technical Rescue Awareness 

Nicholas Bojovic, Jonathan Drummer, Daniel Gomez, Gregory Gravina and Gregory Ostrand 

HazMat Training on Drill Night in the station on December 3rd. 
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Swearing-in of Firefighter Kyle Lipponeur  

Trustee Kosiara leading the oath of office 

Personnel - New Employees With The District 

On April 10th the Glenside family welcomed Paramedic/Part-time Firefighter Kyle Lipponeur.  

Kyle was sworn-in to the position of full-time firefighter/paramedic. 

Swearing-in of Commissioner Marty Olsen 

On November 11th the Glenside family welcomed Marty Olsen as new Commissioner replacing Ray Rodriguez. 

Kyle and fiancé 
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Personnel - Promotions / Retirements With The District 

Swearing-in of Lieutenant Chris Cavanaugh 

On December 9th Chris Cavanaugh was sworn-in to the position of Lieutenant at the Board of 

Trustees meeting . 

Chief Wood, Deputy Chief Reid and Lieutenant Cavanaugh Chris Cavanaugh and his family 

Last Gold Shift with Lieutenant Robert Garon 

Lieutenant Garon and members of his shift on the last shift day 

before retirement. 

Lieutenant Garon and his family  
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The Glenside Fire District participated in the Adventures of 

Flat Stanley 2nd grade program at Glen Hill Primary School 

in Glendale Heights. Stanley was asked if he could visit the 

fire station and see what the firefighters do. We were asked 

to tell the kids what Flat Stanley learned during his week 

with us.  

The full 18 page report and presentation of Flat Stanley’s 

experience at the fire station can be viewed on file with the 

Administrative office.  

A few sample pictures have been included... 

Glenside Family for Charity / Community 
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Fire Chiefs for the Day 

The District continued its 

generous donation of time 

and talent through the “Fire 

Chief for the Day” program 

provided as a raffle item at 

the Glendale Heights Junior 

Women’s  C lub Bowl ing 

Event. The winner chose her 

twin grandsons who spent 

the day touring the station, 

giving the firefighters tasks 

and living the life of a Fire 

Chief.  F iref ighter Chr is 

Wallin escorted the boys 

through various activities   

including training, use of 

equipment, exercising and 

EMS drills.  
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Glenside Family For Charity 

Finest vs Bravest Charity Basketball Event 

The third annual Glendale Heights Police versus the Glenside/Bloomingdale Firefighters charity   
basketball event took place in November at the Glendale Heights Sports Recreation Center. The 
event featured a competitive game that resulted in a nail biter of an ending!   Representatives 
of the Fire Districts put up a great battle for the large crowd, but found themselves once again 
a couple of points short of the win. The $2,500 raised in this charity event provided a        
$1,250 donation to the American Cancer Society and assisted with the 2014 Christmas Sharing 
Program, covering a family of five with their Christmas wishes. 

Bravest Team (Fire) picture - members included (back row) Coach Steve Long, Chris Cavanaugh, Coach Mike Small, Brian Hauser, Isaac Evans,  Kyle 

Lipponeur, (second row) Jeremy Durbin, Landon Starkey, Chief Russ Wood, (third row) Louis DiGioia, and Mike Pacie among various Bloomingdale Fire 

District members. Acting Officer Mike Pacie was lead coordinator for the Bravest Team. 
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The District co-sponsored along with the Glenside Professional Firefighters Association, IAFF   
Local 3277, the 6th Annual Chicagoland Golf Tournament to benefit the National Fallen     
Firefighters Foundation and raised over $47,600 in this single day event. The six year event 
has donated over $179,600 to the foundation. Thirteen survivors and their families were     

presented with pin flags at dinner. 

Glenside Family For Charity 
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Glenside Family For Charity 

Stocking Lake Becerra for the Annual Fishing Derby 

Keeping with annual tradition, the Glenside Professional Firefighters  Association          
contributed and assisted with the stocking of Lake Becerra for the annual fishing derby held 
in June of each year. 

Deputy Chief James Reid (organizer), 

Paramedic/Firefighters Louis DiGioia 

and Jake Errington, Fire Marshal Curt 

Shires and Administrative Assistant 

Laura Haiden  volunteered to help the        

Character Counts Coalition with their 

annual Kiwanis Peanuts Day Drive.  

Character Counts Kiwanis Peanut Days 
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MDA Fill The Boot Drive 

The Glenside Professional Firefighters Local 3277 
once again sponsored the “Fill The Boot” Drive to 
benefit the Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA). 
Acting Officer Mike DeLillo organized the members of 
the District for the three-day October shift challenge 
event. A check in the amount of $674 was given to 
the MDA representative and will benefit local area 
children. The past four year total collected for MDA is 
now over $16,000.  

The 2014 Village of Glendale Heights 
Christmas Sharing Program received a 
helping hand from members of the        
administrative office of the Glenside Fire 
Protection District and the Glenside       
Professional Firefighters  Association -   
Local 3277. Donations combined helped 
buy gifts for two families with 11 family 
members. The overall program helped 114 
families / 411 individuals in our          

community.  

Glenside Family For Charity 

Christmas Sharing Program 
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Firefighter Michael Small with his family 

October 30, 2012 

Publication Education Events  

Publication Education Events — Clockwise: National Night Out; Day of  Reading; Party in the Park; 

First Aid Tent at VOGH Fest; Safety Town Class; Fishing Derby Preparations; Safety Town Class 
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Publication Education Events 

Annual Public Education Events 

The District and its members were once again present at various public education events held within our      

community as well as at our own station. 

 Glendale Heights 5-Day Fest with fireworks, first aid tent and public education information provided 

 Safety Town Classes during summer break 

 Health And Safety Fair held this year at the Glendale Heights Sports Center 

 Fishing Derby annual stocking of the lake 

 Various Parties in the Park sponsored by the Village 

 National Night Out 

See detailed report with public attendance summaries later in the report. 

Firefighter Jeff Hammond assists in the preparation of the firefighter children for the 

annual poster picture. 

Annual In School Education Program 

The District has continued to work with the administration for schools that reside within our District. The 3rd 

Grade Fire Safety Program has continued in the District 16 schools for the past 8 Years. This past year, the  

students were evaluated at the beginning and end of the 7 month program.  

 31% of students went from fail to pass on the fire safety quiz, bringing all students to an acceptable fire  

safety knowledge level 

 78% of students increased their overall quiz score over the course of the program 
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     The fire prevention bureau has completed another successful 
year. We are proud to continue our Lunch and Learn sessions in     
cooperation with the Village’s Senior Center and also Shorewood 
Tower/Thomas Senior apartments. Of note is that the Thomas     
Senior Apartment building is fully occupied with a waiting list. Public 
Storage on Schmale Ave. is also up and running and doing well. 

 We had several projects under way this year. Including, The 
Islamic Education Center on Goodrich, Medifil’s two story occupancy 
of 405 Windy Point Dr. and the demolition of the abandoned night 
club at 602 E. North Ave. for the future construction of a gas station. 

 Working with our administrative assistant and the Fire         
District’s attorney we have successfully annexed eleven properties 
into the Fire District which will provide a re-occurring income of 
more than $20,000 a year. 

 With less construction taking place this year, we took            
advantage of our time and re-organized the Bureau’s files and    
building plans. With 2014 behind us and existing and new             
construction coming in at a normal pace, our goal is to have        
completed a fire inspection on every inspectable occupancy in our 
Fire District within a 12 month period. 

Fire Prevention Bureau  

Below is a statistical summary for the 2014 Fire Prevention Bureau 1,237 total Activities: 

    575   Fire Inspections    355   Fire Alarm Tests 

      68   Plan reviews      26   Meetings 

      25   Public Education Activities    11   Consultations 

        6   Investigations      10   Fire Department Instructional Training 

 

$14,285  Inspection & Review Fees Collected 

$20,767  Projected annual tax collection increase from new annexations  

Curt Shires, Fire Marshal 

Robert Garon, Fire Inspector 
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