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Glenside Fire District 2012 
Our Mission Statement 

 

The Glenside Fire Protection District is dedicated to preserving the quality of 
life and property of our residents and businesses by providing diverse, high 
quality services that answer the needs of our community. We will participate 
actively in the community through education and prevention, serving as a role 

model that is identifiable, accountable, and one that lets the community know: 

“We’re There and We Care” 



Annual Report 2012 
The members of the Glenside Fire Protection District take great pride in providing the resi-
dents and visitors of the district with quality cost effective care each and every day. Glen-

side personnel saw a 2% decrease in requests for emergency service in 2012 versus 2011. 

The district responded to 2,243 requests for service in 2012 with 62.2% being for Emer-
gency Medical Services. Our Paramedics and Emergency Medical Technicians had contact 

with 1,433 patients and provided advanced life support care to 774 of them.  

We are pleased to report that there were no fire fatalities in the Glenside Fire Protection 

District in 2012. The district saw a decrease in fire loss in 2012. The fire loss in 2012 was 

$465,120, while in comparison 2011 saw a fire loss of $609,700.00. The majority of this 

loss came from three residential fires: 

On March 10, 2012 a house fire occurred in a single family dwelling at 1498 Prairie. The 

cause of the fire was a bad light ballast. 

 



On May 2, 2012 a basement fire occurred at a     

single family dwelling at 1510 Liberty. The cause of 

the fire was an unattended candle left burning. 

Annual Report 2012 

On July 5, 2012 a garage fire occurred at 98 W. Wrightwood which caused damage to 

two adjacent homes. This fire occurred on one of the hottest days of the year with heat   

indexes in excess of 110 degrees. The cause of the fire was a build up of gasoline vapors 

during vehicle repairs. 
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On December 8, 2012 a fire occurred on the second floor of a townhome at 1430      

Clubhouse Court. This rapidly advancing fire was quickly brought under control and     

damage was minimized. The fire was caused by an unattended candle left burning. 

On October 7, 2012 a detached garage fire occurred 

at 1572 Amy Avenue. The garage was fully involved  

upon arrival and was caused by a discarded cigarette in 

a garbage can. 

 

On July 1, 2012 intense thunderstorms rocked 

DuPage County. On a typical day the Glenside 

Fire Protection District responds to an average 

of 6-7 emergency incidents in a 24 hour period. 

On July 1, we responded to 109 emergency  

incidents in a 10 hour period. This spike in   

emergency incidents resulted in the busiest    

period in the departments 44 year history.  



New Apparatus 

On July 20, 2012 the Glenside Fire Protection District proudly 

placed into service a new custom built advanced life support 

ambulance. This new ambulance replaced a 1999 model and is 

expected to be in service for the next 12 years.  



Swearing-in of Keith R. Rominski 

On January 2nd the Glenside 

family welcomed new career 

f irefighter-paramedic Keith    

Rominski to the District. Keith was 

sworn in on January 10th at the 

Board o f  T ru s tees  month ly   

meeting. Keith has a Bachelors 

Degree from Western Illinois  

University and comes to us with 

experience from the Hanover 

P a r k  a n d  D e K a l b  F i r e            

Departments. 
Trustee Kosiara leading the oath of office. Keith’s wife Kara assisted with the pinning of the 

firefighter badge. 

Swearing-in of Scot Isaac Evans 

On November 12th the Glenside 

family welcomed new career fire-

fighter-paramedic Scot Isaac   Ev-

ans to the District. Isaac was sworn 

in on December11th at the Board of 

Trustees monthly     meeting. “Ike” 

has a Bachelors  Degree from    

Susquehanna University and comes 

to us with experience from the   

Mundelein Fire  Department  and 

the Grayslake Fire Protection      

District. 

Isaac’s wife Erin assisted with the pinning of 

the firefighter badge. 

Trustee Kosiara leading the oath of office. 

Retirements and New Firefighters 



Training & Certifications for 2012 

Deputy Chief Larsen successfully completed Executive Analysis of Community Risk Reduction 
which is the second year of a four year “Executive Fire Officer” program at the National Fire 

Academy. 

Lieutenant Lipowski and Firefighter Little received their “Fire Investigator” certifications from the 

Office of the Illinois State Fire Marshal. 

Firefighter Hammond received his certifications in “Structural Collapse Operations,” “Trench 
Technician,” “Trench Operations,” and “Rescue Specialist—Confined Space” from the Office of 

the Illinois State Fire Marshal. 

Probationary Firefighter Rominski completed certifications for “Fire Service Vehicle Operator,” 
“Fire Apparatus Engineer,” “Hazardous Materials Operations” and “Technical Rescue       

Awareness” from the Office of the Illinois State Fire Marshal. 

Glen Oaks Hazmat Training Program—August, 2012 

Firefighters Pacie and Bzdelik received their “CPR Instructor” certifications from the American 

Heart Association. 

Firefighters Pacie, Hinz, Hoover and Pittman  completed their “Fire Service Vehicle Operator” 

certification from the Office of the Illinois State Fire Marshal. 

Firefighter Pittman completed her “Pediatric Advanced Life Support (PALS)” certification from 

the American Heart Association. 

Paramedic Lipponeur completed his “Instructor I” certification with the Office of the Illinois State 

Fire Marshal. 

Firefighter DiGioia received his Paramedic license from the Illinois Department of Public Health 
and received additional certifications for “Pediatric Advanced Life Support (PALS),” “Advanced 

Cardiac Life Support (ACLS),” and “Prehospital Trauma Life Support.” 



Glenside Family For Charity 

Finest vs Bravest Charity Basketball Event 

The first Glendale Heights Police versus the Glenside Firefighters charity basketball event took 
place in April at the Village’s Sports Hub. The event featured a competitive game that resulted 
in the crowd wanting more!   Representatives of the Fire District put up a great battle for the 
large crowd, but found themselves a couple of points short of the win. The American Cancer   
Society and the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society were each the  recipients  of $ 1,000.00  
raised in this charity event. 

Gold Shift and MDA Representative 

Team picture - members included Mike Pacie, Brian Hauser, Jr., Kyle Lipponeur, Louis DiGioia, JP Rosentreter, Adam Bzdelik and Adam Mullendore. 

MDA Fill The Boot Drive 

The Glenside Professional Firefighters Local 3277 
once again    sponsored the “Fill The Boot” Drive to 
benefit the Muscular Dystrophy Association. Members 
of the entire Glenside Family assisted with this event. 
Acting Officer Mike DeLillo organized the members 
of the   District for the August event. A check in the 
amount  o f  $6 ,021  was  g iven  to  t he  MDA             
representative and will benefit local area children. It 
was the largest amount raised for the organization 
for the year and the District’s top collected amount as 
well. The local MDA Representative recognized the 
drive’s efforts with a commemorative plaque at the 
September Trustees Board Meeting. 



Deputy Chief Larsen volunteered as a “Family Escort” at the National Fallen Firefighters Foun-
dation Memorial Service in Emmitsburg, Maryland in October and was honored to be of     
service to the family of Battalion Chief Steve Auch of the Indianapolis, Indiana Fire Department 
who died in the line of duty on February 1,  2011. Steve was 56 years old.  

National Fallen Firefighters Foundation Golf Tournament 

The District once again co-sponsored with the Glenside Professional Firefighters Association, 
IAFF Local 3277, the 4th Annual Chicagoland Golf Tournament to benefit the National Fallen 
Firefighters Foundation and raised over $31,000 in this single day event. This brings the four 
year total to over $100,000 for the history of the tournament hosted by the  Glenside family.  
For the second year in a row, this was the most successful tournament in the United States for the 

NFFF.  

National Fallen Firefighters Foundation Memorial Weekend 

Glenside Family For Charity 



100 Club of DuPage County Award of Valor 

Firefighters Chris Wallin and Mike Small were honored 

to    receive the Award of Valor from the 100  Club of 

DuPage County for rescuing two unconscious adult vic-

tims without the aid of a charged hose line during a 

single family dwelling fire in October of 2011. Both 

victims were transported to the hospital (one in critical 

condition) and fully recovered. The two survivors who 

were rescued from their burning home were present at 

the November Board of Trustees meeting for an addi-

tional    recognition by the District for all members re-

sponding on the call that day. 

Firefighter Michael Small with his family 

October 30, 2012 

Chief Wood and members of shift on duty the day of the incident. 

Recognition and Awards 



Special Recognition - Lifesaving Team 

Chief Wood recapped the events that took 

place at an incident on March 27 where a 

man’s life was saved by quick thinking,     

concerned neighbors and emergency services 

personnel. Plaques were  presented to those 

who ass i s ted the emergency medical         

responders on the day a car fell upon a 

mans chest crushing him. Bystanders and 

Glendale Heights Police Officers lifted the 

car off  the man while personnel from     

Glenside Fire resuscitated the man who was 

no longer breathing.  He made a ful l          

recovery. 

District members, DuComm telecommunicator and bystanders responsible for 

saving a life. 

Recognition and Awards 



Special Recognition - Apartment Fire 

On May 25 Deputy Chief Larsen assisted the 

Hanover Park Fire   Department at an  

apartment fire. Five residents were trapped 

above a rapidly advancing fire on the floors 

below them and had to be rescued by     

ladder. Deputy Chief Larsen was off duty at 

the t ime and was presented with an          

Individual Citation Ribbon award by Hanover 

Park Fire Chief Craig Haigh for “aggressive 

and appropriate techniques used to rescue 

five people trapped in a building fire”.  

 

Recognition and Awards 

Deputy Chief Larsen and Hanover Park Mayor Rod Craig 



Fire Prevention Bureau 

The Fire Prevention Bureau saw a significant amount of new construc-
tion and remodeling in 2012. An estimated 60 million dollars in con-
struction costs were made within the District’s boundaries. The Bureau, 
under the direction of Fire Marshal Curt Shires, focused on teaching 
life safety to the public, focusing on senior citizens through the Senior 
Center at the Village of Glendale Heights and continuing the long 
standing children’s third grade program in our District’s schools. Con-
tinued training and knowledge was shared with District employees 
through programs designed to provide suppression personnel with 
comprehensive pre-plan drills based upon building construction and 

recent inspections.    

Some of the other highlights of the Bureau include: 

 -Conducted 601 Inspections (Annual and Re-Inspection) 

 -Conducted 131 Fire Alarm Connectivity Tests (Duty Crews) 

 -Conducted 39 Fire Alarm Tests 

 -Conducted 71 Plan Reviews 

 -Provided 20 Consultations 

 -Participated in 25 Public Education Activities 

 -Conducted 10 Fire Drills   

 -Taught 9 Pre-Plan Drills  

 -Assessed $8,763 in fees 

Annual Public Education Events 

The District and its members were once again present at various 

public education events held within our community. 

 Fishing Derby 

 Glendale Heights Fest with fireworks, first aid tent and public 

education information provided 

 Health And Safety Fair held this year at Marquardt Middle 

School 

 Various Parties in the Park sponsored by the Village 

 See detailed report with public attendance summaries later 

in the report 

Firefighter Dave Zielinski poses with a student  

encouraging bicycle safety. 

Fire Prevention Bureau and Public Education 



The Glenside Fire Protection District had another productive 
year thanks to the combined efforts of our entire staff. Our 
dedicated, professional personnel continue to provide the 
very best compassionate care to our residents and visitors of 
our district. We remain committed to being good stewards of 
the public’s trust and are always seeking ways to reduce the 

cost of providing quality service to our community.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
Russell J. Wood 
Fire Chief 

Chief’s Final Notes 





















































































Photograph Credits 
 

Pictures Direction - From left to right, top to bottom 

98 Wrightwood Fire July 5, 2012 Photographer George Thompson 

1498 Prairie House Fire March 10, 2012 Photographer George Thompson 

98 Wrightwood Fire July 5, 2012 Deputy Chief Larsen 

1498 Prairie House Fire March 10, 2012 Photographer George Thompson 

98 Wrightwood Fire July 5, 2012 Deputy Chief Larsen 

North Ave Crash March 14, 2012 Chief Wood 

   

Hartford Motorcycle Incident August 1, 2012 Unknown 

North Ave and Bloomingdale Road 

Wire Fire 

February 3, 2012 Citizen 

1498 Prairie House Fire March 10, 2012 Photographer George Thompson 

Sydney-Glen Ellyn Road Rollover June 9, 2012 Unknown 

278 Windy Pointe HazMat August 3, 2012 Chief Wood 

278 Windy Pointe HazMat August 3, 2012 Chief Wood 

   

98 Wrightwood Fire July 5, 2012 Photographer George Thompson 
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Rising to the Challenge - continuing to aim high! 

GLENSIDE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

1608 Bloomingdale Road 
Glendale Heights, IL 60139-2657 

(630) 668-5323 Office 
(630) 668-5396 Fax 

 

Fire Chief Russell J. Wood 

Deputy Chief James L. Larsen 




