
Annual Report 2016 







 

GLENSIDE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

1608 Bloomingdale Road 
Glendale Heights, IL 60139-2657 

(630) 668-5323 Office 
(630) 668-5396 Fax 
www.glensidefire.org 

 

Fire Chief Russell J. Wood 

Deputy Chief James F. Reid 

To reach a great height a person needs to have great depth — Anyonymous 



 

Glenside Fire District 2016 
Our Mission Statement 

 

The Glenside Fire Protection District is dedicated to preserving the quality of 
life and property of our residents and businesses by providing diverse, high 
quality services that answer the needs of our community. We will participate 
actively in the community through education and prevention, serving as a role 

model that is identifiable, accountable, and one that lets the community know: 

“We’re There and We Care” 
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Annual Report 2016 
The members of the Glenside Fire Protection District take great pride in providing the    
residents and visitors of the district with quality cost effective care each and every 

day.  

The district responded to 2,579 requests for service in 2016, an increase of 10% 
over 2015’s 2,349 calls. Of the 2,579 responses 61% were for Emergency Medical 
Services (down 3% from 2015). Our Paramedics and Emergency Medical Technicians 
had contact with 1,851 patients and provided advanced life support care to 993 of 

them.  

There was no fire fatalities and one casualty fire related injury in the Glenside Fire 

Protection District in 2016. The district saw a 97.22% dollar value saved of fire loss 

in 2016. The total fire loss in 2016 was $398,425 while in comparison 2016 saw an 

estimated total fire loss of $432,112. The majority of this loss came from twenty-two 

unintentional fires and five that are still under investigation. 
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The Glenside Fire Protection District  
The Glenside Fire Protection District was created in June of 1969 through a referen-

dum  approved by the voters of the Glen Ellyn Countryside unincorporated area and 

the voters of the Village of Glendale Heights.  In October of 1970 a new fire station 

was dedicated to house 6 pieces of fire equipment and provided a training room 

and living areas for the firefighters. In 1984 there was an addition of two long     

apparatus bays on the west side of the original building and in 1994 a two phase 

renovation project was started. The first phase, the renovation of the apparatus bays 

and the underground fuel storage tanks was completed during 1994. However, the 

second phase, the demolition of the meeting room and living areas of the original 

building and the construction of new living areas and administrative offices had to 

wait for funding. In March of 2002 the residents of the Glenside Fire Protection    

District voted to approve a 3 million bond issue to renovate the 32 year old fire   

station.  On July 31, 2004 the dedication of the renovated fire station was opened 

to the citizens for their inspection. The building which was funded by the citizens is  

expected to serve the community for the next century.  

 

Each day, 24 hours a day, a minimum of five persons are on duty to respond to a  

variety of emergency incidents.  Monday thru Friday from 8AM until 4:30PM an    

administrative staff of five additional personnel are on duty. Fire Chief Russell Wood 

and Deputy Chief James Reid manage the daily operations. Three Trustees, Nick  

Kosiara, Sharon Christopher, and Richard Osborn, are elected by the citizens of the 

fire district to administer the funds and set policies. Three Commissioners, William 

Wilson, John Tautkus and Marty Olsen are appointed by the Board of Trustees and 

served in 2016 to support the hiring and promotional processes of full-time firefight-

ers for the District.  

 

The District is a multi-million dollar operation protecting 34,000 citizens in the commu-

nity 24 hours each day 365 days each year. The District is proud to have an ISO 

Class 3 rating and was OSHA inspected during 2016 with no violations. 
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The Glenside Fire Protection District  

On June 12, 2016 members of the Glenside Fire Protection District were recognized at the 

monthly board meeting for their efforts in earning the Earth Flag. The flag was presented 

by SCARE (School and Community Assistance for Recycling and Composting Education) and 

DuPage County through a resolution of commendation. 

The award-winning Earth Flag Certification Program was developed by the SCARCE Team 

to help organizations be more environmentally responsible. The program is funded by the 

DuPage County Environmental Committee. 

Some requirements involved with earning your flag include an on-going recycling program, 

waste or energy reduction activity and green audit. The Earth Flag signifies that green initi-

atives have been implemented and training was completed by at least 75% of its members. 

The Earth Flag has been received by schools, libraries and villages but Glenside is the first 

Fire District to be recognized by the County. 

Fun note:  The picture of the Earth on the flag is the original picture taken in 1969 from our 

astronauts on the moon. 
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Pictured above:   

Kay McKeen (SCARCE), Anthony Michelassi (DuPage County 

Board Member and Environmental Committee) and     

Glenside Fire Protection District representatives—Admin 

Laura Haiden, Fire Chief Russ Wood, Trustee Nick Kosiara, 

Trustee Sharon Christopher and Trustee Rich Osborn. 



 

The Glenside Fire Protection District  
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The Glenside District representatives, Chief Wood and Admin Laura 

Haiden, provided a power point presentation to the DuPage County 

Board Environmental Committee at the DuPage County building in    

October, 2016. They were recognized for their environmental impact in 

DuPage County for the Sharps Disposal Program and received another 

Earth Flag. 



 

Station Projects 
Additional outside lights were installed 

to better light the District’s flags at 

night. 

 

Throughout the year, the flags are 

flown at half-mast by either order of 

the President or Governor, on special 

days of remembrance or when       

recognizing military deaths (started 

after September 11, 2001). 

 

The little engine that could...the   

District said goodbye to the reserve 

Engine -  a 1989 Pierce Pumper/

Engine.  

The vehicle was sold to Homewood 

Acres Volunteer Fire Dept in Illinois 

and is now running as their front   

engine on fire calls. 
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FUN FACT: 

The engine had 75,129 miles on it 

when sold. 



 

 District  Grants 
The Glenside Fire District along with 11 other fire stations received a Federal Grant 

for the assistance to purchase the Driver’s Training Simulator you see below. Each 

station will have one month out of the year to utilize the simulator for their staff. 

Every firefighter was required to 

complete the drivers simulator 

during the District’s first rotation 

in December. 

 

The simulator will be returned to 

the District again in December of 

2017. 
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A fire on Hale Court occurred on April 24th  An attic fire on Hale Ct. took place on April 24, 2016 was controlled with the as-

sistance of auto aid company members from Addison, Bloomingdale and Carol 

Stream Fire Protection  Districts. The fire caused significant damage to the structure 

and left it uninhabitable. 

(Below) Addison Chief Joe Leone, Blooming-

dale Battalian Chief Chris Wilson, Glenside 

Chief Russ Wood and Fireman/Paramedic 

Kyle Lipponeur at the command post.  

(Right)  

 Incidents and Fire Loss 
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Noteworthy Facts: 

There were 6 cooking fires accounting 

for 55% of all residential related fire 

calls in our District.  Cooking area 

fires caused approximately $78,200 

in damages. 

 

There were 7 vehicle fires in 2016. 

 

122 hazardous condition calls (with 

no fire) accounted for 5% of calls for 

the year and were primarily related 

to gas leaks or carbon monoxide. 

 

Red Shift took the most calls in 2016 

with 34.12% of all calls and were the 

busiest on Fridays. 

Incidents and Fire Loss 
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February 19, 2016 we responded to a fire at 

1580 Bloomingdale Road.  The fire was caused 

by an unattended candle. The store was able to 

re-open later in the day. 

 

Pictured is Lieutenant Chris Cavanaugh in front 

of the store. 

The new Kawasaki “mule” was introduced at the 

2016 Glendale Heights Fest. The upgraded util-

ity vehicle can carry a laying down patient in its 

rear pull-out tray and allow for an EMT to also 

ride in back. 

Purchase of the vehicle was in cooperation with 

the Village of Glendale Heights. 



 

March 9, 2016 an attic fire on Hesterman brought auto aid companies to the 

District’s response call.  

 

(Top Right) This was new 

firefighter Rick Malinoski’s 

first fire at Glenside. 

 

(Bottom Left)  

Firefighters await assign-

ments from command. 

 

Incidents and Fire Loss 
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Pictures above are courtesy of Don Tessler,  

BC for Bensenville FPD 



 

 Incidents and Fire Loss 

In 2016 residential fires caused $159,750 in estimated property loss for    

homeowners, $8,000 in estimated merchant/business property loss and $30,530 

in vehicle loss. 

Glenside Fire also went auto aid to Bloomingdale for a large garage fire on July 

2, 2016. 

This was part-time firefighter Greg Gravina’s first fire. Greg can be seen on a 

main hose line with the guidance of then Acting Officer Rich Cassady. 
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TRUSTEES 

COMMISSIONERS 

The Glenside Fire Protection District  
Personnel 

Nicholas Kosiara, President   Sharon Christopher, Treasurer  Richard Osborn, Secretary 

Serving Since 1990   Serving Since 1991   Serving as Trustee Since 2013 

          Serving the District Since 1989 

William Wilson, Chairman   John Tautkus, Secretary   J. Martin Olsen 

Serving Since 2008   Serving Since 2013   Serving Since 2014 
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ADMINISTRATION 

Russell Wood           James Reid 

Fire Chief           Deputy Chief 

Serving Since 1989          Serving Since 2013 

            Curt Shires       Katherine Little 

            Fire Marshal       PT Fire Inspector 

            Serving Since 2006      Serving Since 2016 

Laura Haiden                  Alexandra  Galanopulos 

Administrative Asst                 Part-time Secretary 

Serving Since 2007                 Serving Since 2012 
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Black  

Shift 

FULL-TIME FIREFIGHTERS and  

FULL-TIME PARAMEDICS 
ON DAILY SHIFTS 

Note:  Pictures shown are according to the 

roster as of December 31, 2016 

Lt Walter Siewierski AO Richard Cassady FF/PM Brian Hauser, Jr. FF/PM S. Isaac Evans 

Serving Since 1986 Serving Since 1997 Serving Since 2011 Serving Since 2012 

PM/FF Donald Sparks                          PM/FF Jacob Errington  

Serving Since 1997                 Serving Since 2013 
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Red 

 Shift 

Gold  

Shift 

Lt Stephen Lipowski AO Jeffery Hammond FF/PM Christopher Wallin FF/PM Kyle Lipponeur 

Serving Since 1994 Serving Since 2002 Serving Since 1993 Serving Since 2008 

Lt Chris Cavanaugh AO Michael Pacie, Jr. FF/PM Joseph Taylor FF/PM Richard Malinoski 

Serving Since 2001 Serving Since 2010 Serving Since 2013 Serving Since 2015 

PM/FF Katherine Little       PM/FF Christopher Barnes 

Serving Since 2009       Serving Since 2014 

PM/FF Spencer Spathis       PM/FF Gregory Ostrand 

Serving Since 2012         Serving Since 2014 
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PART-TIME FIREFIGHTERS 

Note:  Pictures shown are according to the roster as of December 31, 2016. 

All full-time contract paramedics also serve as part-time firefighters for the 

District, but were not pictured on this page. 

Louis DiGioia   Robert Gill   Gregory Gravina   Robert Johnston 

Serving Since 2012  Serving Since 2015  Serving Since 2014  Serving Since 1998 

Matthew Kaiser   Natalino Novielli   Samuel Ruzicka   Michael Small 

Serving Since 2015  Serving Since 2007  Serving Since 2016  Serving Since 1994 

Tony Nguyen  David Zielinski 

Serving Since 2016 Serving Since 2007

16 



 

In Memory of Jerome “Jerry” Pelletier  

Personnel With The District 

The District suffered through the loss of a great firefighter and a sensational    

individual. Jerry  Pelletier served the District from October 25, 1978 through 

2016.  

Jerry started with the District as a volunteer and more recently as a SAO (Serve as 

Officer) part-time firefighter/EMT. Jerry ensured that every new part-time recruit 

received the same essential “Glenside quality training” that its members are      

recognized for. 

Jerry was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer and fought for one long year. Jerry 

and his family were actively involved in the community. The District felt the impact 

of losing a seasoned veteran. 
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Board Meetings 

Recognition of Life Saving Efforts - Citizen Award 

Chief Wood represented the District in recognizing a young lady who showed quick 

thinking and life saving efforts when assisting her younger brother who had been 

choking on an apple. 

Illinois Fire Chief’s Association / IFSAP Recognition 

Administrative Assistant, Laura Haiden, 

was nominated by Chief Wood and was 

honored with receiving the Illinois Fire 

Chief’s Association Administrative Profes-

sional of the Year award for 2016 in   

December. Laura was recognized for her 

contributions to the fire service, involve-

ment with the IFSAP board and commit-

tees, volunteer work and time with the  

National Fallen Firefighters Foundation 

golf tournament held annually for the last 

eight years. 
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Hazardous Materials Training 

District Training & Certifications for 2016 

March, 2016 - companies train on controlling 

and confining hazardous liquid spills. The  

District has 3 Hazardous Materials MABAS 

Division 12 Team members that can be called 

out when needed. 

Roof Training 

March, 2016 A nice spring day outside allowed roof training to take place in 

the parking lot.  
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Wednesday drill exercises 

and training were provided to 

all shifts and part-time fire-

fighters at Wednesday train-

ing nights on various topics in 

2016. 

 

Noteworthy:     The District 

recorded almost 6,000 hours 

of instruction led training for 

firefighters in 2016. 

District Training in 2016 

Training Classes & Exercises 

Ice Rescue Training        

on February 18, 2016 was completed on one of 

the ponds at the Glendale Lakes Golf Course. 
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Wednesday Night Drill Training 



 

Chief’s Cup Challenge 

District Training in 2016 

Part-time employees were challenged for the second year with additional training 

tasks and team building exercises. Various challenges were completed and time 

results were recorded and compared to determine the winner.  

The winning team was recognized with a plaque in the upstairs living quarters. 

The bi-annual consumption drill also took place in November. 
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Water rescue training took place in August at the Glendale Heights aquatic 

center. Pictures above are from the Wednesday drill night. Additional  

training was also completed during the day for all shifts. 

Water Rescue Training 



 

District Training & Certifications for 2016 

OSFM and NIMS Certificates  

Fire Officer II  - Richard Cassady 

Fire Officer I - Jeffrey Hammond 

Fire Officer I (Provisional) - Joseph Taylor and Chris Wallin 

Incident Safety Officer  - Richard Cassady  

Fire Inspector I - Katherine Little 

Fire Service Vehicle Operator  -  Richard Malinoski 

Fire Apparatus Engineer  -  Richard Malinoski 

Fire Investigator (Recertification) - Katherine Little and  

Donald Sparks 

Hazardous Materials Operations  -  Richard Malinoski,  

Andrew J McNett and Samuel Ruzicka 

Basic Operations Firefighter  -  Andrew J McNett and  

Samuel Ruzicka 

Technical Rescue Awareness  -  Andrew J McNett and  

Samuel Ruzicka 

NIMS 100, 200, 700 & 800  -  Andrew J McNett and  

Samuel Ruzicka 
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District Training for 2016 

OSFM and NIMS Certificates  

 

Live Fire training at Addison’s Fire Tower in June of 2016 
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Glenside Family For Charity 

Finest vs Bravest Charity Basketball Event 

The 5th annual Darby Classic charity basketball game was a well-attended event. This 
was the last year of this game between the Glendale Heights Police Department and 
the Glenside Fire District. The event was held in November at the Glendale Heights 
Sports hub. The game was very competitive as usual but this year the fire depart-
ment was not willing to lose. The FD was able to maintain a lead the entire game 
and won 50-41. It was a great victory and one that was long overdue for the FD. We 
thank Mike Pacie and Greg Pirtle for putting the event together and making it such a 
success. The funds from the game are going to fallen officer Raymond Murrell’s    
memorial fund and toward Marquart Middle schools after school program. The 
Charity game was able to raise $2,900 this year. 

Team picture (middle right)- Fire members included Brian Hauser, Jr., Mike Small (coach), Chief Russ Wood, Matt 

Alvarez, Chris Cavanaugh, Mike Pacie, Ryan Dlouhy, Kyle Lipponeur, Sam Ruzicka and Deputy Chief Reid.  

Picture Courtesy of D. Genty, VOGH 
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(Above, left) District members once again assisted in supporting the Glendale 

Heights Character Counts with their Kiwanis Peanuts Day to support area        

programs. Members volunteered for 3 hours and earned over $400 for the GH 

Character Counts Coalition. (Above, right) District union members (Malinoski,     

Lipponeur, Cavanaugh, Lipowski and Taylor) made and served lunch for senior  

citizens at the VOGH Senior Center during a presentation by Fire Marshal Shires 

of “Fast Facts with Glenside Fire” 

Community Commitment... 

Members of the Glenside shift assisted with 

helping the Village to rebuild the playground 

at Nazos Park. Gold shift members provided 

tools, talent and   muscle to help this project 

be completed in August, 2016. 
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Community Involvement! 

 (Top & Left) Firefighters Chris Wallin and Jeff 

Hammond assist the kids in the annual Fishing Derby 

at Lake Becerra. The Glenside Firefights Local 3277 

once again donated to help stock the lake with fish 

before the event. 

(Top right) Part-time firefighter Matt Kaiser relieves 

the police department representative in the dunk 

tank at National Night Out in August, 2016. 

Firefighters spend time 

at Breakfast with   

Santa in December 

and stop to take a 

quick holiday picture 

along with Mr. & Mrs. 

Claus! 26 



 

The Glenside Fire District and Glenside Professional Firefighters Association once again     
sponsored the 8th Annual Chicagoland Memorial Golf Tournament to benefit the National   
Fallen Firefighters Foundation and raised over $54,100 in this single day event. Administrative 
Assistant Laura Haiden was Chairperson of the event for the year representing the District. The 
eight year event has donated almost $280,000 to the foundation. Eleven survivors and their 

families were presented with plaques at dinner. 

Glenside Family For Charity 

Courtesy of David Genty, VOGH 
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Admin Staff 

Recognition and Awards 

The Glenside Fire District accepted the Hartmann Award at Advocate Good 

Samaritan Hospital in Downers Grove, as presented on May 19, 2016. The 

award is given annually to paramedic and fire districts that exhibit extreme 

care and rescue in a prehospital setting. 

The call involved a motorcyclist involved in a significant accident. The       

motorcyclist had numerous internal injuries and fractures that were life-

threatening. He was transported to the Trauma Center at Advocate Good 

Samaritan Hospital where a full recovery was made. The District was       

assisted by off-duty Glendale Heights Police Sgt. Baley and DuPage County 

Sheriff’s Department personnel on scene. 

Pictured above: Chief Russ Wood, FF/PM Joe Taylor, Lt. Chris Cavanaugh, FF Jeff Hammond, PM/FF 

Katie Little, PT FF/PM Jeremy Durbin, PM/FF Chris Barnes and Deputy Chief Jim Reid. 

Hartmann Award (photo by D. Genty, VOGH) 

. 
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Firefighter Michael Small with his family 

October 30, 2012 

Public Education Events 

Public Events  -  (Pictures start at top left and run clockwise) Lt. Siewierski at the Health & Safety Fair, Firefighter    

Zielinski with attendee at photo op, Firefighters Evans and Gill in back of ambulance during a park party, Ambulance 

59 - park party, Firefighters Gravina and Rizzo at Safety Town for Halloween, Firefighters Lipponeur &  

Novielli at sprinkler demonstration in Camera Park, Firefighter Novielli at Safety Saturday, shift members at a 

park party, Firefighter Errington helping with the Library’s How to Fest  - fire extinguisher training (center) 
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Public Education Events 

Burn cells demonstrating the benefits 

of residential sprinkler systems were 

on display for the annual Glendale 

Heights Show & Shine Car Show in 

September of 2016. Firefighters  

Lipponeur and Novielli are called on 

to extinguish the fire in the “home” 

that was not protected by a residen-

tial sprinkler system. 

Smoke detectors in both cells when 

off between 21—27 seconds. The 

room with a sprinkler was also      

extinguished after 47 seconds. 

The video recorded was then shown 

on the Village’s public access channel 

for the remainder of 2016. 
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Firefighter Michael Small with his family 

October 30, 2012 

Public Education Events 
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The annual Health 

& Safety Fair as 

we l l  a s  t h e     

Glendale Heights 

Fest are the two 

largest  publ i c 

events that the   

District is present at 

each year. 



 

Public Education Efforts 

Annual Public  

Education Events 

The District and its members were once again present at various public education events held 

within our community as well as at our own station. 

 Glendale Heights 5-Day Fest with fireworks, first aid tent & public education information 

provided 

 Health And Safety Fair held at the Glendale Heights Sports Center 

 Fishing Derby 

 Various Parties in the Park sponsored by the Village 

 National Night Out 

See detailed report with public attendance summaries later in the report. 

Annual In School Education Program 

The District has continued to work with the administration for schools that reside within our     

District. The Fire Safety Program was changed from 3rd grade to 2nd grade in the District 16 

schools by request of school administration (note: was with the 3rd graders for the seven years 

prior). This past year, the students were once again evaluated at the beginning and end of the 

7 month program.  

 Analysis of 2015 vs. 2016 scores showed a  decrease in both passing scores and decrease 

in 100% grade—questions may no longer be grade level appropriate 

 The program continues to be a critical filter for students to learn about fire safety 
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Courtesy of David Genty, VOGH 

Pictured are Firefighter/PM Rick 

Malinoski, Firefighter/PM Joe 

Taylor and Acting Officer Jeff 

Hammond from Glenside Fire. 



 

The fire prevention bureau has completed another 
successful year. We had to wish our part-time         
inspector, Bob Garon a fond farewell and all the best 
in his retirement in Florida. With farewells there is 
usually hellos and so we welcome Katie Little as our 
new part-time fire inspector. Katie hit the floor    
running and quickly achieved her Fire Inspector I and 
is working on her Fire Inspector II. 

We continue to be proud of our 2nd grade Fire   
Safety program as well as our Lunch and Learn Fire 
Safety sessions at the Glendale Heights Village     
Senior    Center. 

New construction and remodeling in general have 
slowed. We have seen the opening of many small 
businesses such as Taco Castillo, Mabuhy Restaurant, 
several Metro PCS cell phone stores, RS Express and 
Huskie Tool to name a few. The Oval Fire Extinguish-
er Company just obtained their U.L. Listing for their 
products as well. 

Fire Prevention Bureau  

Below is a statistical summary for the 2015 Fire Prevention Bureau 1,384 total Activities: 

    427  Fire Inspections    255   Fire Alarm Tests 

      54   Plan reviews      23   Meetings 

      29   Public Education Activities    16   Consultations 

        6   Investigations      17   Fire Department Instructional Training 

   $9,101 Inspection & Review Fees Collected 

Curt Shires, Fire Marshal 

Katie Little, Fire Inspector 
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We want to thank you for your interest. Our hope is that this report 

will help with an understanding of the services we provide and the 

involvement that we have within our community. We offer a variety 

of educational programs, inspection services as well as responding 

to both emergency and non-emergency situations. Our department 

takes pride in the level of participation that we have within our com-

munity and the organizations that we are affiliated with. We strive 

to be role models as well as good stewards of the public’s trust. 

Over the past year we were evaluated by ISO (Insurance Services 

Office) regarding our ability to respond to calls in town as well as in 

our unincorporated areas. They looked at communications, equip-

ment, training, water supply and a variety of other criteria. We are 

awaiting those results and are hopeful of a positive adjustment to 

our rating, which could lead to lower insurance premiums for our  

residents and business owners. Watch the village newsletter and our 

web site for news regarding our rating. 

Deputy Chief Jim Reid announced his retirement in September and 

after completing a nationwide search and comprehensive testing 

process, the candidate we chose was from within our Department 

and has over 20 years of experience. Deputy Chief Rich Cassady 

brings a strong work ethic, knowledge base and great personal 

skills. We welcome Rich to this new role, and are confident that he 

will perform well and continue as a valuable asset to the depart-

ment and the community.  

On behalf of our members we hope that the residents, visitors and 

people who work within this community are reassured knowing that 

there are professional, well trained individuals on duty that can   

assist them in times of need. 

Thank you, and may you and your family enjoy a safe and        

productive 2017. Please feel free to contact me if you have     

questions or concerns regarding our department. 

Sincerely,  

 

Russell J. Wood 
Fire Chief 

Chief’s Welcome & Notes 
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