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The training center we invested in last year and established in a residential house next to the fire station has been put 

to good use with over 1000 hours of training and prop development put into the facility over the past year. This   

facility and its convenient location allows us to train and expand our skills for fire and medical responses as well as 

developing rescue techniques. This is an exciting opportunity and our personnel are glad to have it available. We are 

pleased to provide this community and the area residents with well trained and professional individuals that are able 

to respond and handle most emergencies. 

Our “sharps” disposal program has grown over the last year and we are proud to announce that we properly      

disposed of and kept over 945 pounds of sharps out of the landfills. We are still one of the few places in DuPage 

County where individuals can safely dispose of their needles and sharp medical devices. 

As we prepare to enter into 2019, we look forward to planning our 50th anniversary celebration. We have          

redesigned our patch and department logo, not just for the 50th, but for the future as well. We developed a new logo 

that fits with the unique aspect of this department and we consider ourselves having some of the  finest firefighters 

and medics in the area and are proud to have a distinct look. 

Thank you for your support and interest in our department, and may you and your family enjoy a safe and          

productive 2019. Please contact me if you have questions or concerns regarding our department. 

Sincerely, 

  

Russell J. Wood 

Fire Chief  

Chief’s Welcome and Notes 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees and all of the members of this          

department, I want to thank you for your interest and I hope this report 

will help you better understand some of the services we provide and the 

involvement that we have within our community.  Some of the things we 

offer the community are senior safety classes, monthly CPR training    

opportunities, in school fire safety instruction and residential lock boxes 

for those that might have mobility or health and accessibility  concerns.  

We respond to both emergency and non-emergency situations and have 

agreements with our surrounding communities to share emergency      

services when we are committed to an incident and unable to respond. 

Our department takes pride in the level of participation that we have 

within our community and the organizations that we are affiliated with. 

We strive to be role models as well as good  stewards of the public’s 

trust. We look forward to the relationships that are built and the   

agreements that we have entered into and development of stronger 

bonds between our agency and those we have contact with and work 

with.  
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Glenside Fire District 2018 
Our Mission Statement 

The Glenside Fire Protection District is dedicated to preserving the quality of 
life and property of our residents and businesses by providing diverse, high 
quality services that answer the needs of our community. We will participate 
actively in the community through education and prevention, serving as a role 

model that is identifiable, accountable, and one that lets the community know: 

“We’re There and We Care” 
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Annual Report 2018 
The members of the Glenside Fire Protection District take great pride in providing the 

residents and visitors of the District with quality cost effective care each and every 

day. 

District members responded to 2,437 requests for service in 2018, essentially equal 

to the number of calls in 2017. Of the 2,437 responses 1,829 were for Emergency 

Medical Services which accounted for 75.1% of all calls this year. Our Paramedics 

and Emergency Medical Technicians had contact with 1,462 patients and provided 

advanced life support to 685 of them. 

Fire data included 69 fire specific incidents and 120 hazardous condition incidents 

(with no fire). There were also 199 service related calls (a 46.7% increase from 

2017) with the primary reason to assist with a lock-out or an invalid assist. We also 

saw an increase in smoke detector activation calls (303 with no fire) of the 417 total 

false alarm related calls. 
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The Glenside Fire Protection District  
History 

The Glenside Fire Protection District was created in June of 1969 through a          

referendum  approved by the voters of the Glen Ellyn Countryside unincorporated 

area and the voters of the Village of Glendale Heights.  In October of 1970 a new 

fire station was dedicated and held 6 pieces of fire equipment and provided a  

training room and living areas for the firefighters. In 1984 there was an addition of 

two long     apparatus bays on the west side of the original building and in 1994 a 

two phase renovation project was started. The first phase, the renovation of the     

apparatus bays and the underground fuel storage tanks was completed during 

1994. However, the second phase, the demolition of the meeting room and living    

areas of the original building and the construction of new living areas and            

administrative offices had to wait for funding. In March of 2002, the residents of the 

Glenside Fire Protection District voted to approve a three million bond issue to        

renovate the 32 year old fire   station.  On July 31, 2004 the dedication of the    

renovated fire station was opened to the citizens for their inspection. The building 

which was funded by the citizens is  expected to serve the community for the next 

century. The bond commitment was completed by the District in December, 2018. 

There have been five Fire Chiefs at Glenside over the years...the picture below shows 

four of those five.          

 

Pictured left to right below:     

Chief Robert Ahrens (1970-1972) 

Chief Ralph Blust (1994-2004) 

Chief Don Markowski (2004-2009) 

Chief Russ Wood (2008—current) 

Not pictured:  

Chief Ron Dukes (1973-1994) 

 

 

3 



 

District Profile 
 

The Glenside Fire Protection District, formed by its citizens in 1969 and organized 

under the general laws of the State of Illinois providing for the organization and 

operation of fire protection districts and is now under the provisions of the Fire 

Protection District Act of the State of Illinois, as amended (70 ILCS 705/0.01 et 

seq.). The District is located in west suburban DuPage County, approximately 25 

miles west of the City of Chicago. The District is a multi-million dollar operation 

protecting 34,000 citizens in the community 24 hours each day 365 days each 

year with a single station. The District is proud to have a new ISO Class 2 rating 

and was OSHA inspected during 2017 with no violations. 

The District provides a full range of services to its residents including, but not     

limited to:  fire suppression and emergency medical services,  hazardous materials  

  response, fire prevention and public education, juvenile fire     

  setters and various community events . 4 



 

Each day, 24 hours a day, a minimum of five persons (but often eight) are on duty to 

respond to a  variety of emergency incidents.  Monday through Friday from 8a.m.  

until 4:30p.m. an administrative staff of five additional personnel are on duty. Fire 

Chief Russell Wood and Deputy Chief Richard Cassady manage the daily            

operations.  

Three Trustees are elected by the citizens of the fire district to administer the funds 

and set policies for the District. And three Commissioners, who were appointed by the 

Board of Trustees and served in the calendar year of 2018 to support the hiring and 

promotional processes of full-time firefighters for the District.  

5 Map of the District’s Boundaries (above) covering Southern Glendale Heights & Glen Ellyn Countryside homes 

 Board of Trustees    Board of Commissioners 

 Nicholas Kosiara, President   J. Martin Olsen, Chairman  

 Sharon Christopher, Treasurer    Javier Guzman, Secretary 

 Richard Osborn, Secretary   John Tautkus, Commissioner  



 

Continuing District Excellence with Best Business Practices 
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The new District training center was purchased in August, 2017. 

The property is being used to train firefighters in disciplines such as 

single family structural firefighting, emergency medical services,     

hazardous materials and  specialty rescue responses. Cooperative 

training exercises are also being completed with neighboring            

departments as well as MABAS IL Division 12 . 

Pictures immediately below are of the modified interior rooms and 

some training  exercises that took place in 2018. The training center 

has been utilized countless times resulting in over 1,000 hours of  

training for our firefighters in 2018. 

 

 



 

The Glenside Training Center 

The location of the training 

center allows the firefighters to 

have more frequent hands-on 

training exercises and still be 

able to quickly respond to calls. 
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March and April outdoor      

training pictures are related to 

roof  training  and   exercises. 

Firefighter quotes:   

“The training center allows us 

to have the ability to adapt to 

current   training needs” 

“The training center has helped 

to provide us with a more      

realistic training environment to 

utilize.”  



 

Station  
Foreign Fire Insurance Board 

The Glenside Foreign Fire Insurance Tax Board was created within the department 

to receive and authorize the expense of funds for the maintenance, use and benefit 

of the District as well as its members, as designated by Illinois State Statute. The 

Illinois Municipal League collects 2% of fire related taxable premiums from all      

insurance companies in the state and provides it to all fire departments. 

The Glenside Foreign Fire Insurance Board continued with another great year of   

focusing on the needs of the District and its members. In 2018, the board approved 

expenses for kitchen supplies in the living quarters as well as the admin kitchen  

areas. The purchase of the filtered water bottle stations for both the main and   

lower levels the year prior yielded the equivalent of approximately 5,600 disposable 

plastic bottles eliminated from the waste system over the past two years. 

The board also continues to approve money to be 

spent on kitchen supplies that benefit all shifts and 

employees. Personal cancer screening was paid for 

and provided to all employees of the District as 

well. The overall importance of employee health is 

the focus of the board’s intent for related expens-

es. 

In addition, the money previously designated over 

the past three years to be used on the new 

workout/exercise room going into the basement of the District will be  completed in 

the first half of 2019. New equipment for the room is expected to also be purchased 

in the upcoming calendar year. Firefighters are encouraged to work out on their 

shifts for an hour of physical activity. The dedication of the board will continue to 

assist the firefighters in their efforts to stay physically fit and assist them with the 

physical  requirements of their daily jobs. 
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Board Members: 

Chief Russell Wood   Lieutenant Stephen Lipowski 

Lieutenant Walter Siewierski  Acting Officer Jeffery Hammond 

Acting Officer Brian Hauser  Acting Officer Michael Pacie 



 

District Grants 
Sharps Disposal Program 

The District is proud to continue to be the leaders in DuPage County 

and in the State with the Sharps Disposal Program implemented in 

2015. In late 2017, the  Village of Glendale Heights’ waste disposal 

company, Republic, contracted to partner with us and now provide a payment to 

supplement the cost of the program annually. We then continue to use a portion of 

the IPRF Safety Grant money to cover the remaining cost of the disposal and assist 

not only the citizens of the District but we also never turn away anyone disposing of 

sharps. Donations are received from all non-residents who are able to make one. 

The program has grown since its inception (see the disposal chart below) and is not 

only appreciated by those utilizing the program but encourages everyone to        

enhance their carbon footprint toward our  environment. It is the District’s hope 

that other fire departments will soon follow. 
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Weather is often times a challenge in the fire service with severe cold temperatures in the  

winter months and often times large amounts of snow as was seen on February 9th.      

Maintenance and clearing of snow in front and back of the fire station is critical as vehicles 

are called to duty on heavy snow days. 

 

 Incidents and Fire Loss 

10 

There were 120 hazardous condition incidents in 2018 or 

4.93% of all calls, a 13% increase from 2017.  

Strong winds can cause trees to be uprooted, cause   

power lines to come down and cause other hazardous 

conditions to residents and firefighters.  

May 30, 2018 brought heavy rains to the area at high 

speeds and dumping 8-12 inches of rain at a time.     

Pictures to the right are along Fullerton Ave. 



 

Noteworthy Facts: 

The re  were  s i x  cook i ng  f i re s            

account ing  fo r  9% of  a l l  f i re        

categorized calls in our District.  

C o o k i n g  a r e a  f i r e s  c a u s e d            

approximately $3,500 in damages 

down by 90% compared to 2017. 

 

120 hazardous condition calls (with 

no fire) were primarily related to gas 

leaks, carbon monoxide and power 

lines being down. 

 

Black Shift took the most calls (847) 

in 2018 with  34.76% of all calls 

and were the busiest on Mondays. 

Dryer fires continue to be one of the primary reasons for a household fire. This fire         

occurred on January 23rd on Paddock. 

Incidents and Fire Loss 
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This microwave fire on August 8th could have 

been avoided if the top of the microwave was 

clean and not piled with clothing. 



 

Fires can sometimes be in challenging locations. This one occurred in a crawl space on  

February 26th on Easy Street. Often times thermal imaging cameras will be used to     

confirm that a fire is completely out in the walls or other hard to see areas of a home. 

Incidents and Fire Loss 

Above pictures from a fire that occurred on March 10th on Wrightwood Ave. show a fire 

that originated in a residential attic. 

A fire investigation was completed by Fire Inspectors Lipponeur and Little. There were a 

total of 16 Fire investigations performed in the calendar year of 2018. 
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Noteworthy Facts: 

105 vehicle incidents occurred ranging from  accident with injuries to rescue and extrication 

5 of those incidents were vehicle fires accounting for 7% of all fires for the District 

199 Service calls took place in 2018. 112 were citizen invalid assist and accounted for 

56%  of those categorized calls. 38 were related to lock-outs. 

 Incidents and Fire Loss 

Pictures below are from March 18th the first of 5 car fires for the year occurring in a car lot 

on North Ave. and again on Wrightwood Ave. on June 25th in front of a residence. 
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A small fire in a bathroom on November 29th was just a few blocks away from the fire     

station on Bloomingdale Road. The fire was quickly extinguished by Engine 58’s crew. 



 

Glenside was first on the scene and 

were first to get water on the fire. Carol 

Stream Tower assisted from a higher  

level. Lt. Siewierski (pictures right) and 

his shift worked the scene that day. 

Incidents and Fire Loss 
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Noteworthy Facts: 

69 Fire specific calls were logged for 2018 - 32 building fires, 13 outside fires 

124 No Fire related calls were logged 

417 False alarm and false calls occurred in 2018, 17% of all calls responded to 

Total estimated dollars lost for all calls in 2018 was recorded at $167,965 

 

An auto aid call was received on 

April 7th for a house fire in Glen 

Ellyn that grew to a 2nd alarm 

fire with an origin location in the 

attic. Unfortunately this fire had a 

fata l i ty.  We encourage our      

residents to regularly check their 

s m o k e  a l a r m s  f o r  p r o p e r          

operation. 



 

 Incidents and Fire Loss 

The first real snowfall of November, 2018 resulted in wet, slick roads and the overturning of 

a semi-truck and its trailer at the corner of Glen Ellyn and Windy Point Roads. Firefighters 

are seen shoring the vehicle’s cab so the driver could be assisted out. Luckily there were no 

major injuries and the vehicle was righted a short time later. 

Safety message:  Slow down on wet roads; black ice can take you by surprise when the   

temperature drops just below freezing. 
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An overturned pick-up truck on Bloomingdale Road in September, 2018 is shown below with 

scattered debris on the road from the vehicle’s bed. Firefighters once again took steps to   

secure the vehicle before needing to extricate the driver 

through the roof.  



 

TRUSTEES 

COMMISSIONERS 

The Glenside Fire Protection District  Personnel 

Nicholas Kosiara, President   Sharon Christopher, Treasurer  Richard Osborn, Secretary 

Serving Since 1990   Serving Since 1991   Serving Since 2013 

J. Martin Olsen, Secretary   John Tautkus, Chairman   Javier Guzman 

Serving Since 2014   Serving Since 2013   Serving Since 2017 
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ADMINISTRATION 

Russell Wood                            Richard Cassady 

Fire Chief                              Deputy Chief 

Serving Since 1989                              Serving Since 1997 

Curt Shires     Katherine Little    Lawrance Cox 

Fire Marshal         PT Fire Inspector    PT Fire Inspector 

Serving Since 2006         Serving Since 2016   Serving Since 2018 

Laura Haiden                  Alexandra  Galanopulos 

Administrative Asst                 Secretary 

Serving Since 2007                 Serving Since 2012 
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Black  

Shift 

FULL-TIME FIREFIGHTERS and  

FULL-TIME PARAMEDICS 

ON DAILY SHIFTS 

Note:  Pictures shown are according to the 

roster as of December 31, 2018 

Lt Stephen Liposwki AO Michael Pacie, Jr. FF/PM Christopher Wallin FF/PM S. Isaac Evans 

Serving Since 2001 Serving Since 2010 Serving Since 1993 Serving Since 2012 

PM/FF Matthew Kaiser Open Position  

Serving Since 2015          
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Red 

 Shift 

Gold  

Shift 

Lt Chris Cavanaugh AO Brian Hauser, Jr. FF/PM Kyle Lipponeur  FF/PM Nicholas James 

Serving Since 2001 Serving Since 2011 Serving Since 2008 Serving Since 2017 

Lt Walter Siewierski AO Jeffery Hammond FF/PM Joseph Taylor FF/PM Richard Malinoski 

Serving Since 1986 Serving Since 2002 Serving Since 2013 Serving Since 2015 

PM/FF Michael Guevara  Brian Pennington PM/FF   

Serving Since 2018    Serving Since 2018 

PM/FF Katherine Little                PM/FF David Zielinski   

Serving Since 2009            Serving Since 2007 
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PART-TIME FIREFIGHTERS 

Note:  Pictures shown are according to the roster as of December 31, 2018. All full-time contract paramedics 

also serve as part-time firefighters for the District, but were not pictured on this page. 

John Brennan   Ryan Dlouhy     Gregory Gravina  Jordan Francik 

Serving Since 2017    Serving Since 2017    Serving Since 2014  Serving Since 2018

Natalie Johnson   Robert Johnston   Natalino Novielli   Michael Small 

Serving Since 2018  Serving Since 1998  Serving Since 2007  Serving Since 1994 
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DISTRICT DEMOGRAPHICS 
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Graph charts show the demographics 

of the District members by years of 

service, both full-time and part-time 

(left and center).  

Note:  PSI contract employees were 

included in the part-time numbers. 

 

 

An age graph chart (bottom) of all       

employees (excluding Trustees/

Commissioners) of the District as of      

December 31, 2018 identifies the 

largest percentage of employees, or 

almost one third of employees are 

30 years of age or younger.  

Note:  Almost two-thirds (61.5%) of 

the District’s part-time employees  

also fall in this same percentage. 



 

District Training in 2018 

TRAINING ANALYSIS BY CATEGORY—7,821 TOTAL HOURS: 

    2,400        Driving related training 

 1,200 EMS related training (including Good Sam EMSS  

  continued education) 

    284 Fire Prevention Bureau -  including pre-plans,  

          alarm testing & walk-thrus and training sessions 

    106 Live Fire Training Exercises  

    410 Officer Training 

    520 Specialty Teams - Hazardous Materials and   

             Technical Rescue Related 

    2,485      All remaining categories including meetings, BBP, fire 

hose, ladders, officer training, rescue, ropes, ventilation, ice/water rescue, fitness training, 

detection and suppression systems, confined space, etc. 

August, 2018       

Firefighters participated in water training and rescue exercises at the Glendale 

Heights Aquatic Pool. The District is part of MABAS Division 12 who shares their 

Dive & Rescue Team consisting of firefighters from various fire departments. 
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Training Classes & Exercises 

District Training in 2018 

Live fire training took place at the Elmhurst Training Tower in October, 2018. This 

provided opportunity for District personnel to train on hose line advancement, victim 

search and removal, roof ventilation, forcible entry as well as self -rescue          

techniques . 
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Noteworthy:      

An average of 312 hours of training were provided to each firefighter in 

2018! 

The District recorded 2,485 hours of training for firefighters and EMT’s in 

2018 during a variety classes.  

Continued education in the EMS field is required annually for all paramedics.  

District Training in 2018 

Training Classes & Exercises 

Hose Training & Pre-Planning       

Training exercises at 1074 Michael Dr. took 
place in November, 2017. Shortly  there  
after, a kitchen fire occurred at 1042  
Michael Drive in December that turned into 
a box alarm incident. Reinforcing why  
training and pre-planning are so important 
at a variety of buildings in the District,     
especially those with challenges. The Fire 
Marshal will coordinate with the trainees 
during these exercises to address any    

special circumstances of the location. 
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District Training in 2018 

 

Hazardous Materials Training in 2018 

October, 2018       

Firefighters participated in hazardous     

material decontamination training drills with 

MABAS Division 12 located in Addison. 

MABAS Division 12 drills are coordinated 

internally by training officer Lt. Chris 

Cavanaugh. All firefighters are encouraged 

to attend the sessions.  

March, 2018 Decontamination training took place on all shifts and on 

Wednesday night drill. Weekly training is made available to all employees. 
25 



 

District Training in 2018 

In September, companies took part training in a flashover     
simulator at the Elmhurst FD training facility. The simulator is   
designed to replicate a dangerous condition known as 
“flashover” that can occur in a structure fire. The simulator    
provides a controlled environment in which firefighters can     
observe the rapid growth of a fire from an incipient stage to a 
fully developed stage. This valuable training is aimed at giving 
firefighters a better understanding of fire behavior and will aid 
them in recognizing the signs of a potentially deadly flashover 

event. 
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Training & Certifications for 2018 

OSFM and NIMS Certificates  

 

Fire Officer I  

 Brian Hauser, Jr. 

Instructor II  

 Joseph Taylor 

Fire Service Vehicle Operator   

  John Brennan, Ryan Dlouhy 

Juvenile Firesetter Interventionist  

 Brian Hauser, Jr. 

Fire Service Instructor I   

 Scot Isaac Evans 

Hazardous Material Technician B  

Chris Cavanaugh, Scot Isaac Evans  

Hazardous Materials First Responder Operations    

Jordan Francik, Natalie Johnson 

Basic Operations Firefighter   

  Jordan Francik, Natalie Johnson 

Technical Rescue Awareness   

 Jordan Francik, Natalie Johnson 

NIMS 100, 200, 700 & 800   

 Jordan Francik, Natalie Johnson 
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Community Awareness 

Outdoor Recreational Fire and effects of gasoline on fires 

A tragic incident took place in April at an outdoor recreational fire in a backyard 

where several high school students were celebrating an end of year get together. 

Several of the teenager were severely burned when gasoline was unsafely 

poured on the open flame of the fire. A public education training demonstration 

on the dangers of gasoline used on outdoor fire pits was performed by Glenside 

later that week by Chief Wood and shift firefighters. The news media was invited 

via press release and reported on several news stations to increase awareness of 

the dangers and hopefully decrease injuries in the future. A video of the    

demonstration was saved to work into the firefighters training reference files and 

will be used in the future as needed for public          

education. 
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Chief Wood and Paramedic/Firefighters Guevara and Ostrand addressed media 

questions and spoke to the events that occurred on the day of the incident. The 

Glenside Fire District invited the news media and performed a mock demonstration 

of the dangers of using gasoline on an open fire, particularly an outdoor fire pit.  

Information about safety around outdoor 

fires was reinforced and notation to the 

types of flammable clothing versus     

certain materials was addressed. 

The impact of cheap clothing and         

particularly synthetic materials worn 

around fires was also stressed. All natural 

materials like 100% cotton are best and 

will not burn as easily or melt, causing 

additional damage to an individual’s skin. 

 

  

Community Awareness 
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Safety message:   

Never add a flammable liquid to a fire, even if it is just smoldering. 



 

District provided public classes include: 

 

CPR/AED Training 

First Aid Training 

Healthcare Provider Training 

 

In 2018, the District held 26 classes and 

trained 171 members of the public and/or 

businesses. 

Community Awareness 

CPR Saves Lives Interview 

In August, Deputy Chief Cassady interviewed cardiac arrest survivor and public 

speaker, Ms. Heather Baker, on the benefits of learning CPR.  With the assistance 

of the Village of Glendale Heights staff, a segment was filmed and aired on  

Glendale Heights TV. On February 1, 2018 Ms. Baker, at the age of 28, went into 

sudden cardiac arrest. Her co-workers at the Pecotonica, IL School District          

witnessed her collapse and immediately began CPR which saved Heather’s life. The 

segment with Heather’s  incredible story was aimed at promoting the importance of 

learning CPR. 
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Link:  The video link can be found on the District’s website  

or at https://youtu.be/hLRy1nCa_G4 



 

Glenside Community Commitment 

Let’s Get Involved...We Help When Where We Can... 

We’re There and We Care… 

Concerned citizens called the station and firefighters went to assist a loose parrot 

who had escaped their home. Firefighter Brennan to the bird rescue! 

National Night Out took place on August 7, 2018...and the firefighters were there 

to make sure the kids had fun and learned about fire safety, too (below left). 

 

The District was represented by Chief Wood, DC Cassady and Fire Marshal Shires 

at the village’s annual Christmas senior luncheon held at the Glendale Lakes Golf 

Course in December, 2018. 

Courtesy of David Genty, VOGH 
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Glenside Community Commitment... 
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Night of Reading 2018 

Fire Marshal Curt Shires read to students this year at District 15 Reskin Primary 

School. Night of Reading occurs annually in October as students are continued to 

be welcomed back to school. This event is designed to help Pre-K through Third 

Grade students develop the literacy foundation they need to become lifelong 

learners. 

District 16 also holds a Day of Reading in the spring time of the year at the   

primary schools of Glen Hill and Pheasant Ridge. 

The District is proud to be a part of these annual programs in our schools. 



 

Glenside Community Commitment... 

Memorial Day 2018 

Services took place on this day 

remembering those who have 

died in active military service for 

our country. Joined by Village 

personnel and members of the 

local VFW (including our own 

Trustee Rich Osborn) a short  

ceremony was held and a 21 

gun salute was executed to    

honor fallen servicemen. 
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Veterans Day 2018 

Our shift members joined the 

Village of Glendale Heights 

p e r s o n n e l  a t  Ve t e r a n s        

Memorial Park for a tribute 

and day of  remembrance  

honoring our military veterans.  

Patriot Day 2018 

Our shift members joined the 

Village of Glendale Heights 

personnel on September 11th 

to recognize and remember 

the loss of life and sacrifice 

g i ve n  by  s o  m a ny,  n ow        

recognized as Patriot Day. 

Pictures Courtesy of David Genty, VOGH 



 

 

Fishing Derby 2018 

(Left) Acting Officer Hammond and Firefighters Wallin, Dlouhy and Johnston 

pose for the camera during the event 

The Glenside Professional Firefighters Association Local 3277 once again    

sponsored the donation of and assistance with the stocking of fish for Lake 

Becerra for the annual Fishing Derby that took place in early October ($1,000 

value). 

(Right) Acting Officer Pacie and Retired firefighter Nelson assist young fishermen 

with lines in the water and provide information on the types of fish to be caught. 

Glenside Community Commitment... 
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(Right) The crew meet the truck 

from Missouri that are providing 

the stock for the lake. The stock    

included a variety of small gaming 

fish and a few larger ones, too. 

Pictures courtesy of David Genty, VOGH 



 

Glenside Community Commitment... 
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The Glenside Fire District and Glenside      
Professional Firefighters Association once 
again sponsored the 10th Annual Chicago-
land Memorial Golf Tournament to benefit 
the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation 
(NFFF) and raised just over $50,000 in this 
single day event. Administrative Assistant 
Laura Haiden was Co-Chairperson of the 
event representing the Glenside Fire District 

along with Lieutenant Roger Bayne of Addison FPD. The ten year event has raised over 
$373,000 for the foundation. Support to the NFFF provides support groups, scholarships 
and other assistance to families who have lost a fire fighter in the line of duty. Although 
the weather did not cooperate this year, sponsors and golfers still came out to support 

this great event. 

Glenside Family For Charity 
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Courtesy of Mark Spoo, AFPD 



 

Thirteen Illinois survivors and their families were presented with remembrance blankets at 
dinner. The family members were able to golf or were present on hole #1 thanking     

attendees and sharing their stories of their firefighter’s line of duty death.  

The golf committee made special recognitions after dinner to the many sponsors who 
have been involved over the ten years of the event. The Glenside Fire Protection District 
and the Glenside Professional Firefighters Association were recognized for their 10 year 

dedicated support and honored with plaques. 

Glenside Family For Charity 
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Courtesy of David Genty, VOGH 

Courtesy of JLT Photography 

Courtesy of JLT Photography 
Courtesy of JLT Photography 
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Courtesy of Mark Spoo, AFPD 



 

Community Involvement and Support! 

Fire Chief for a Day 

St. Matthew’s in Glendale Heights is raising money for a new playground set and 

asked the Fire District to contribute to their silent auction. The District provided time 

and talent through their Fire Chief For a Day Certificate.  We wish St. Matthew’s 

the best of luck in raising the remaining funds needed to complete their project. 

Station tours are available by appointment for groups. Walk-ins are welcome any 

time as long as members are available and not on calls. 

Christmas Sharing 

Administrative Staff, the Glenside Professional Firefighters Association and         

additional staff  donated funds toward the Village of Glendale Heights’s Annual 

Christmas Sharing. Admin Staff went shopping this year for 11 children  and have 

made this an annual tradition of  giving back to the community. 

Red Kettle Day for Salvation Army - Pictured right 
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Park Parties 

Firefighters answer attendee’s questions on vehicles 

and apparatus at various park parties hosted by 

the Village of Glendale Heights throughout each 

summer. (Below)  



 

Public Education Events 

Annual Public Education Events 

The District and its members were once again present at various public education events held within our      

community as well as at our own station. 

 Glendale Heights 5-Day Fest with fireworks, first aid tent and public education information provided 

 Health And Safety Fair held at the Glendale Heights Sports Center 

 Fishing Derby, Chili Cook-Off and Harvest Fest 

 Various Parties in the Park sponsored by the Village 

 National Night Out 

See detailed report with public attendance summaries for a complete listing of events. 

Annual In School Education Program 

The District has continued to work with the administration for schools that reside within our District. The 2nd 

Grade Fire Safety Program has continued in the District 16 schools for the past 10 years. This past year, the  

students were evaluated at the beginning and end of the 7 month program.  

 63% of students went from fail (60% or lower) to pass (80% or higher) on the fire safety quiz, bringing 

99% students to an acceptable fire  safety knowledge level 

 100% of students increased their overall quiz score over the course of the program 
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Courtesy of David Genty, VOGH 



 

Firefighter Michael Small with his family 

October 30, 2012 

Public Education Events & Community Involvement 

Public Events  -  Clockwise: FF Evans at National Night Out, Lt. Siewierski and FF Gill at Leah Alvarez’s birthday party; 

Chief Wood at Character Counts Breakfast,  Chief Wood with Deputy Chief Cassady and FM Shires  and staff at     

Summerfest; Chief Wood calling bingo at Summerfest, FF James and A/O Hauser  with residents cooling off at Summer-

fest., FF James giving a tour of an engine,  Demonstration at the Car Show, (center bottom) Deputy Chief     

Cassady at Character Breakfast; (center top) Lt. Lipowski with FF Evans and FF Ostrand at a block party. 40 
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Firefighter Michael Small with his family 

October 30, 2012 

Public Education Events & Community Involvement 

Public Events  -  Clockwise:  Shift crew for annual Health & Safety Fair at the VOGH Sports Hub; Shift crew and VOGH 

PD members at Thanksgiving; Acting Officer Hauser by the ambulance at Safety Fair; Firefighters stocking Lake Becerra 

for the Fishing Derby; Firefighters assisting with lunch for the union sponsored Lunch and Learn for the VOGH Seniors; FF 

Evans at Patriot’s Ceremony, PT FF Gravina and FF James handing out candy at Safety Town on Halloween. 
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Glenside employees are always present and   

actively working with the community! 



 

Firefighter Michael Small with his family 

October 30, 2012 

Public Education Events 
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Firefighter Michael Small with his family 

October 30, 2012 

Public Education Events 
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Public Attendance Summary 

 

Description # of Events 
Public Public 

#Adults #Children 

2nd  Grade Fire Safety Program 7 36 900 

9/11 Memorial visits 4 10  

AHA First Aid 8 58  

AHA Health Care Provider CPR 5 12  

AHA Heartsaver CPR 13 101  

Block Parties 1 30 15 

Blood Pressure Checks 21 246  

Book Reading - Reskin School 1 2 60 

Breakfast with the Easter Bunny 1 200 125 

Breakfast with Santa 1 200 50 

Fire Extinguisher Training 1 28  

Fishing Derby 1 200 75 

Glendale Heights Fest 1 2000 1500 

Harvest Fest 2 200 50 

Health and Safety Fair 1 300 145 

How To Fest 1 100 20 

Lunch and Learn 3 80  

Medic Coverage 5 90  

Memorial Day Ceremony/Veterans Day 2 45  

National Night Out 1 80 35 

Operation Beep 1 2  

Park Party 11 460 230 

Patriot Day Ceremony 1 50 10 

Public Education - Other 2 29  

Safety Saturday - DuPage County Fairgrounds 1 40 15 

Safety Town (Halloween) 1  300 

Station Tour 3 23  

     School Tours 12 28  

     Scout Troops 2 8 32 

Senior Fire Safety Program 5 120  

Shine and Show Car Show 1 100 20 

Total Public Attendance: 120 4878 3582 



 

         The Fire Prevention Bureau has undergone a few 
changes in 2018. The Fire Marshal’s position became 
part-time at 20 hours per week. A new part-time        
inspector was hired for a total of two part-time          
inspectors.  

   The industrial vacancies that were abundant in 
the 2008 financial crisis have rebounded nicely with 
near full occupancy in our fire district. The bureau    
experienced an increase in building remodels as well 
as an increase in occupancy of business and factory 
spaces. 

 Surprisingly, there were many new construction 
starts for our commercial businesses.  A Jeep          
dealership, Popeye’s/Kentucky Fried Chicken and 
Freddy’s Custard and Steak Burgers are all looking to 
go in on the North Ave. strip of the District.  

 Spraying Systems Auto Jet Division has moved 
into 100 Lake Drive. Shelby’s Food and Slot Machines 
opened, as well as the sister location known as Stella’s 
on North Ave. Herbst High Performance Auto repair 
moved into 1244 Bloomingdale Rd and Family in Faith 
Church opened up a long awaited food pantry on their 
property. 

      G. Stanley Hall School finished a large addition 
and remodel. Both G. Stanley Hall and Reskin schools 
(District 15) received a grant to install fire sprinklers in 
their buildings.  Other upgrades to the fire alarm     
systems were completed as well. 

 

Fire Prevention Bureau Report 
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 Medefil Inc. continues to expand at 405 Windy Point and are            
remodeling 250 Windy Point as well.  Hydac has purchased another  
building and desire to acquire two more. That will make six buildings they 
own, employing hundreds of workers. 

 The Glendale Lakes Townhomes have completed their transition 
from old fire alarm board to individual wireless fire alarm transmitters. 
North Star Metals now has three locations in Glendale Heights with their 
newest one at 70 Exchange Blvd. New business, Nongshim moved into 194 
Exchange Blvd and are a  warehouse for Ramen Noodles.  

Fire Prevention Bureau  

Below is a statistical summary for the 2018 Fire Prevention Bureau  with 
828 total activities: 

 
     27 Public Education Activities    245 Fire Alarm Tests 

 414 Fire Inspections     20 Meetings 

 36 Consultations/Service Calls  73 plan reviews  

 12 Fire Related Training Sessions  1 Investigation                             

    Total fees collected in 2018 were $13,248.50 

Curt Shires, Fire Marshal 

Katherine Little and Lawrance Cox, Fire Inspectors 46 

 Glen Oaks has finished with 
all of their phase work this 
year.  Day surgery, a new       
doctor’s lounge and the  entire 
behavioral health wing were    
included in this phase of work. 
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The following pages provide reporting data generated from    

Firehouse Software, a National Fire Incident Reporting System 

(NFIRS). This is the compliant reporting and records management 

software system the District utilizes to track fire and emergency 

medical services (EMS) calls. This system also tracks the scheduling 

of firefighters, training, equipment, public education events and 

many other fire department related information that requires 

tracking. The District also tracks specific training, certifications,     

legal requirements and other data in the newly acquired Target 

Solutions. 

 

 EMS call records are supported by additional information through 

the Image Trend System and the billing process with an  outside 

contracted billing company. 
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RESPONSES BY UNIT 2018 

CHIEF 58 21 

 
 

DEPUTY 58 57 

MEDIC 58* 1754 

ENGINE 58* 1412 

ENGINE 59** 8 

MEDIC 59** 437 

QUINT 58 47 

INSPECTOR 58 19 

INSPECTOR 59 4 

UTILITY 58 11 

BRUSH 58 0 

BRUSH 59 0 

  

TOTAL  

 *Lead apparatus vehicle out / **Second apparatus vehicle out 

  Note: Station Standby occurred for 134 responses in 2018 
 























 

GLENSIDE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

1608 Bloomingdale Road 
Glendale Heights, IL 60139-2657 

(630) 668-5323 Office 
(630) 668-5396 Fax 
www.glensidefire.org 

 

Fire Chief Russell J. Wood 

Deputy Chief Richard Cassady 

“Only those who will risk going too far can possibly find out  

how far one can go.” - T.S. Elliot 
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