




 

Thank you for your interest in the Glenside Fire Protection District annual report. 

We hope you find the material herein useful and informative.   

As the country shifted out of the Covid-19 pandemic state, 2022 proved to be a 

very busy and productive year for the fire district. The Glenside Fire Protection 

District resumed many of the pre-pandemic community engagements which were 

sorely missed.  It was so satisfying to once again have our firefighters pay visits 

to school classrooms, participate in the Glendale Heights Health & Safety Fair 

and resume an active public safety role at the Glendale Heights Founders Day 

Festival.   

The fire district had a significant administrative change in personnel as Deputy 

Chief John Kolarik retired and in September and we welcomed Jeff Buccola to 

the Deputy Chief position. A lifelong DuPage County resident, Deputy Chief   

Buccola has had a long and successful career in the fire service which includes 

serving 20 years with the West Chicago Fire Protection District.  We are truly 

fortunate to be able to bring Deputy Chief Buccola on board and we know he will be a huge asset to our fire district. 

The Glenside Fire Protection District conducted a strategic planning session in May and effectuated an organizational 

strategic document that will serve as a roadmap towards achieving our goals over the coming years.  The new      

strategic plan aims the fire district at improving and modernizing our services and preparing the fire district to align 

with the changing needs of our community and society. 

The fire district added a new fire engine to its fleet in May.  The 2022 Ferrara pumper carries 1,000 gallons of   

water with a fire pump capable of pumping 1,500 gallons of water per minute.  The new Engine 58 was placed into 

service in June and will help to protect our community for many years to come. 

The Glenside Fire Protection District made many improvements and modifications in 2022. Our personnel engaged in 

several interagency training opportunities which will increase emergency operations efficiency and make for safer 

emergency scenes.  The fire district modernized several technological systems which will greatly aid us with records 

management and provide tools and analytics to help us identify at-risk areas in our fire district.   All of the improve-

ments and modifications we made were in line with the four cornerstones the Glenside Fire Protection District is built 

upon: Service, Training, Education and Community. 

The Glenside Fire Protection District could not have had any measurable success without the hard work and dedication 

of every one of our firefighters, fire officers, administrative support staff, and our appointed and elected officials.  

The Glenside Fire Protection District promotes a team approach towards serving and protecting our residents and as 

Fire Chief, I feel our team does an exceptional job of this.  Our residents are part of our team as well. If you should 

ever have any thoughts or considerations on how we can better serve you and our community please feel free to 

reach out to me to share your thoughts. Again, I thank you for your interest. 

Richard Cassady Fire Chief 

The Glenside Fire Protection District  

Chief’s Welcome & Notes 



 

Table of Contents 

 



 

Glenside Fire District 2022 
Our Mission Statement 

 

The Glenside Fire Protection District is dedicated to 

preserving the quality of life and property of our residents 

and businesses by providing diverse, high quality services 

that answer the needs of our community. We will participate 

actively in the community through education and prevention, 

serving as a role model that is identifiable, accountable, and 

one that lets the community know: 

“We’re There and We Care” 
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Annual Report 2022 
The members of the Glenside Fire Protection District take great pride in providing the 

residents and visitors of the District with quality cost effective care each and every 

day. 

District members responded to 2,711 requests for service in 2022, an increase of 

2.23% over 2021. Of the total responses 1,822 were Emergency Medical Services  

related and accounted for 67.2% of all calls this year (same percentage as 2021). 

Our Paramedics and Emergency Medical Technicians logged 1,811 ambulance runs 

on which 837 of those provided advanced life support (ALS) services to  patients. The 

District provided services to residents with two in-service and one back-up            

ambulance, two engines, one truck and five other vehicles. 

Fire data included 64 fire specific incidents (down 22.9% from 2021) and 104    

hazardous condition incidents (with no fire, up 20.9% from 2021). There were also 

396 false alarm or false calls, down 14.5% from 2021. 
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Glenside Fire District History  
The Glenside Fire Protection District was created in June of 1969 through a referen-

dum  approved by the voters of the Glen Ellyn Countryside unincorporated area and 

the voters of the Village of Glendale Heights.  In October of 1970 a new fire station 

was dedicated and held 4 pieces of fire equipment and provided a training room 

and living areas for the firefighters. In 1984 there was an addition of two long     

apparatus bays on the west side of the original building and in 1994 a two phase 

renovation project was started. The first phase, the renovation of the apparatus bays 

and the underground fuel storage tanks was completed during 1994. However, the 

second phase, the demolition of the meeting room and living areas of the original 

building and the construction of new living areas and administrative offices had to 

wait for funding. In March of 2002 the residents of the Glenside Fire Protection    

District voted to approve a $3 million bond issue to renovate the 32 year old fire   

station.  On July 31, 2004 the dedication of the renovated fire station was opened 

to the citizens for their inspection. The building which was funded by the citizens is  

expected to serve the community for the next century.  
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Glenside District  Profile 
The Glenside Fire Protection District, formed by its citizens in 1969 was organized    

under the general laws of the State of Illinois providing for the organization and   

operation of fire protection districts and is now under the provisions of the Fire     

Protection District Act of the State of Illinois, as amended (70 ILCS 705/0.01 et seq.). 

The District is located in west suburban DuPage County, approximately 25 miles West 

of the City of Chicago.  

Each day, 24 hours a day, a minimum of five persons are on duty to respond to a  

variety of emergency incidents.  Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. 

an administrative staff of five additional personnel are on duty. Fire Chief Richard 

Cassady and Deputy Chief Jeff Buccola manage the daily operations. The three  

Trustees are elected by the citizens of the fire district to administer the funds and set 

policies for the District. The three Commissioners are appointed by the Board of   

Trustees and serve to support the hiring and promotional processes of full-time     

firefighters for the District.  

 

The District is a multi-million dollar operation protecting 34,000 citizens in the      

community 24 hours each day 365 days each year. The District is proud to have an  

ISO Class 2 rating and was OSHA inspected during 2022 with no violations. 

The District provides a full range of services to its residents including, but not limited 

to:  fire suppression and emergency medical services, hazardous materials response, 

fire prevention and public education, juvenile fire setters and various community 

events.  

Enjoy our annual report on the proud history of The Glenside Fire Protection District! 
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 Board of Trustees    Board of Commissioners 

 Nicholas Kosiara, President   John Tautkus, Chairman 

 Richard Osborn, Secretary   Javier Guzman, Secretary 

 J. Martin Olsen, Treasurer    Raymond Rodriguez 
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The Glenside Fire Protection District, uses tax payers dollars to cover the expenses of 

the District on a fiscal year basis. The 2021-2022 operational budget for the District       

totaled $4,325,416 and covered the basic needs to run and provide fire and    

emergency services to the residents within the District. Approximately 70% of the  

operations budget is comprised of wages and salaries for the District’s employees 

and is broken down by category in the following expense chart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An additional budget amount of $2,550,142 is allocated to cover the Firefighters 

Pension Fund, anticipated Capital expenditures, Audit Fund and Tort Liability Fund.  

The Glenside Firefighters Pension Fund for the fiscal year ending April 30, 2022 is 

70.80% funded with an ending balance of $16,248,295. 

The administration and Board of Trustees for the Glenside Fire Protection District 

strive to be fiscally responsible with the taxpayers’ money by ensuring that every  

dollar spent is for necessary expenses and is utilized for not only today but the future 

success of the fire station and the services provided to its residents. 

The Glenside Annual Financial Report is always available to the public for review 

and can be requested via written request to info@glensidefire.org or via our     

website. These financial statements are audited on an annual basis in conforming with 

the regulations of the Text of Laws Relating to Illinois Fire Protection Districts and 

State Fire Marshal. 
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District Programs 
Sharps Disposal Program 

The District is proud to continue to be the leaders in DuPage County 

fire districts with the Sharps Disposal Program implemented in 2015. 

In 2017, the Village of Glendale Heights waste disposal company, Republic        

Services, contracted  to partner with us and now provide a supplemental payment 

to the program annually.  Donations are also accepted from all non-residents who 

are able. If needed, we continue to use a portion of the IPRF Safety Grant money to  

support the cost of the Sharps Program and assist not only the citizens of the     

District but we also never turn away anyone disposing of sharps.  

The program has grown since its inception (see the disposal chart below) and is not 

only appreciated by those utilizing the program but encourages everyone to reduce 

their carbon footprint within our environment. Programs in Cook County have 

grown and DuPage is looking to implement their own changes in the new year. 
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BREAKDOWN OF 

RESPONSES / CALLS IN 2022 

 

 
2022 Call Breakdown: 

Fire Related:          64 

Rescue & EMS: 1,822 

Hazardous Condition 

(No Fire):     104 

Service Call/Good Intent  

Calls:      325 

False Alarm/False  

Calls:      396 

Total:   2,711 
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2022 Call Analysis: There was an increase of 2.23% of total calls compared to 2021. 

One of the busiest years for total call volume in over 25 years! 

Full Time Firefighters in the graph pictured left, 

represent the bargained for employees under the 

collective bargaining agreement between the 

Glenside Fire Protection District and the Glenside 

Professional Fire Firefighters Association Local 

3277. 

All Firefighters in the graph pictured right, 

include Part-time, Full-time firefighters and 

Fire Chiefs. 



 

 

HISTORICAL LOOK AT 

RESPONSES FOR THE 

PAST 15 YEARS 
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TRUSTEES 

COMMISSIONERS 

The Glenside Fire Protection District  Personnel 

Nicholas Kosiara, President   Richard Osborn, Secretary   J. Martin Olsen, Treasurer  

Serving Since 1990   Serving Since 2013   Serving Since 2014 

John Tautkus, Chairman   Javier Guzman, Secretary   Raymond Rodriguez 

Serving Since 2013   Serving Since 2017   Serving the District For 13 years 
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ADMINISTRATION 

Richard Cassady                            Jeff Buccola 

Fire Chief                              Deputy Chief 

Serving Since 1991                              Serving Since 2022 

Brad Butler     Curt Shires    Chris Cavanaugh  

Fire Marshal         PT Fire Inspector    PT Fire Inspector 

Serving Since 2019         Serving Since 2006   Serving Since 2021 in this role 

Laura Haiden                  Alexandra  Galanopulos 

Administrative Asst                 Secretary 

Serving Since 2007                 Serving Since 2012 
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Black  

Shift 

FULL-TIME FIREFIGHTERS and  

FULL-TIME PARAMEDICS 

ON DAILY SHIFTS 

Note:  Pictures shown are according to the 

roster as of December 31, 2022 

LT Stephen Lipowski AO Joseph Taylor  FF/PM Christopher Wallin David Wick FF/PM  

Serving Since 1994 Serving Since 2013 Serving Since 1993 Serving Since 2019 

FF/PM Dave Zielinski                    PSI PM/FF Vacant Position  

Serving Since 2022                  
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Red 

 Shift 

Gold  

Shift 

LT Michael Pacie  AO Brian Hauser, Jr. FF/PM Jeffery Hammond   FF/PM Todd Goranson 

Serving Since 2010 Serving Since 2011 Serving Since 2002   Serving Since 2021 

LT Chris Cavanaugh AO Kyle Lipponeur FF/PM Richard Malinoski  FF/PM Kayla Debelevich 

Serving Since 1999 Serving Since 2008 Serving Since 2015 Serving Since 2020 

FF/PM Nicholas Berghaus PSI PM/FF Michael Guevara 

Serving Since 2020  Serving Since 2018 

FF/PM Matthew Kaiser PSI PM/FF Timothy Conley 

Serving Since 2015 Serving Since 2020 
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PART-TIME FIREFIGHTERS 

Note:  Pictures shown are according to the roster as of December 31, 2021. All full-time contract paramedics 

also serve as part-time firefighters for the District, but were not pictured on this page. 

Preston Cox      Ryan Dlouhy        Conor Glennon     

Serving Since 2021     Serving Since 2017       Serving Since 2021 

      

Gregory Gravina  Robert Johnston                  Nicole Maslowski 

Serving Since 2014  Serving Since 1998      Serving Since 2022   
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    Natalino Novielli        Michael Small         

    Serving Since 2007        Serving Since 1994         
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