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GLENSIDE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING  

OCTOBER 8, 2024 
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES AT 4:30 P.M. 

 
I.    CALL TO ORDER:  

President Kosiara called to order the regular meeting for Glenside Fire 
Protection District Board of Trustee’s at 4:30 P.M. 
 

II.    PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  
The pledge of allegiance to the flag was recited. 

 
III.  ROLL CALL: 

Present were Trustee Kosiara and Trustee Osborn. Trustee Foss was 
absent. Trustee Osborn requested that the meeting minutes reflect that 
Chief Cassady, Deputy Chief Buccola, Bradley O’Sullivan for Controller 
Howard, and Administrative Assistant Haiden were also in attendance. 

  
IV.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS TRUSTEES MEETINGS 

The regular and closed session meeting minutes for the Board of Trustee’s 
meeting held on September 10, 2024 were presented for review and 
acceptance. 
 

Trustee Kosiara motioned to accept, approve and file the regular 
meeting minutes of September 10, 2024 as presented and to accept, 
approve, file and release to the public the closed meeting minutes of 
September 10, 2024 as presented. The motion was second by 
Trustee Osborn. Trustee Kosiara asked the record to reflect that 
there was unanimous approval of the motion with all members in 
attendance voting. 

 
V.   FINANCIAL REPORTS 

A.  Controller’s Report 
Mr.O’Sullivan reviewed the month’s fiscal year ending September 2024 
with 5 months of the fiscal year completed. He summarized the 
revenues and operating expenses for the District and noted that interest 
continues to perform well. There was a small capital expense in the 
month as well as a payment to the State of Illinois for the GEMT amount 
owed for ambulatory services.  Mr. O’Sullivan highlighted some of the 
expense accounts for the District. He then provided a review of 
investments of all accounts to wrap his report up. 
 
There were no questions or concerns.  
 

Trustee Kosiara motioned to accept and file the Controller’s Report 
as presented and pay all accounts payables and payroll as presented 
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for September in the amount of $829,426.69. The motion was 
second by Trustee Osborn.  
 

Roll Call Vote: 
Trustee Kosiara – aye 
Trustee Osborn – aye 
Trustee Foss – absent 

Motion carried.  
 

B. Audit 2023-2024 
The fiscal audit for May 1, 2023 through April 30, 2024 was presented 
to the board by Brian LeFevre of Sikich LLP, the District’s auditor. 
Mr. LeFevre noted that his firm completed an independent audit on 
behalf of the Glenside Fire Protection District, recognizing both GASB 
and GAAS guidelines and principles. Sikich provided an unmodified and 
clean opinion, with the highest level of financial recommendation toward 
the District. He noted that the MD&A compares the fiscal years of 2023 
and 2024. 
Mr. LeFevre reviewed key pages of the audit for board recognizing the 
District’s statement of net position, a breakdown of the individual funds 
with starting balances and a review of revenues and expenditures for 
the year.  The non-governmental funds were all positive for the year. 
Property tax valuations and collections were reviewed. The current 
year’s collection rate was at 99.54% collected and is the District’s largest 
revenue stream. 
He also noted a review of the Pension fund and its 74.80% funded level 
(up 6% from the previous year), the District’s goal is to be 100% funded 
by the year 2040. Additionally, the deposits and investments are fully 
collateralized. 
Mr. LeFevre acknowledged the cooperation of the Glenside staff and 
thanked them for their working partnership to complete this year’s 
annual audit. 

 
Trustee Kosiara motioned to accept the annual audit report for the 
2023-2024 fiscal year as presented. The motion was second by 
Trustee Osborn.  
 

Roll Call Vote: 
Trustee Kosiara – aye 
Trustee Osborn – aye 
Trustee Foss – absent 

 Motion carried. 
 

     The board thanked the staff for their hard work in completing this annual 
project. 
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C. Other Items from the Controller 
The Controller provided a draft of the tax levy to be passed for the 2024 
taxes. The levy included a 3.4% increase in consumer price index CPI 
increase from the previous year. The levy was reviewed and 
acknowledged by the board. It was noted that no publication will be 
required as the District is not increasing their levy from last year by five 
percent or more.  The levy will be converted into an Ordinance for a 
future meeting’s agenda. 
Chief Cassady noted that a letter had been received from the Pension 
Board with an actuary request in the amount of $1,027,000 for the 2024 
tax year. This amount has been included in the levy. 
   

VI.    LEGAL ISSUES 
A.  Attorney Report 

Chief Cassady reported that there were no legal issues at this time. 

 
B. Other items from the Attorney 

There were no other items.  
 

VII.   ANNOUNCEMENTS 
A.  Fire Commissioners 

Chief Cassady noted that the Commissioners meeting is anticipated on 
October 18th this month, where they will move to fill a firefighter vacancy. 
 

B.  Foreign Fire Insurance Board 
Chief Cassady noted that the board will meet next on November 11th. 
 

C.  DuComm Report 
Chief Cassady reported that DuComm will be getting a new phone 
system and switching over in two weeks. The new system will be 
compatible with text options through 911. Call volume is up about five 
percent from last year.   
 

D.  Other Announcements 
Chief Cassady noted that an invitation had been received for attendance 

to the annual Fall Festival of Flavors benefit through the Glen Oaks 

Hospital Foundation.  The District representatives are opting not to 

attend this year. 

The annual Health and Safety Fair was a success once again from our 

view although a disappointment in attendance this year. Chief thanked 

everyone who attended, representing the Glenside Fire District public 

education and who made the event a success. 

Firefighter Chris Wallin retired on October 4, 2024. His position will need 

to be filled. 

There was a rib eating contest sponsored by Texas Roadhouse in 

Bloomingdale benefitting charity. Several of our members attended and 
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one participated to assist the fire beat the police. The trophy will be kept 

here at Glenside for several months and then rotated to Bloomingdale 

Fire. 

Service awards for the District will take place on October 25th later this 

month recognizing everyone with 5 year increments of service. We are 

anticipating ninety members and guests in attendance. 

   
VIII.  OLD BUSINESS  

A. Apparatus and Facilities 
Deputy Chief Buccola noted that the Quint has been sold to the 

Beresford Fire Department in South Dakota. The Ford Expedition was 

donated to an all volunteer fire protection district on the south side, 

Garden Homes Fire Protection District. Engine 59 is out for service but 

all three ambulances are in house and operational.  The new ambulance 

is in production and will possibly be received sometime in December.   

DC Buccola noted that the front door openers for ADA compliance are 

still being worked on and installation should be completed in November.  

The Fire Marshal’s car is in Huntley getting lights and radios installed. 

 
B. Battalion Chief Vacancy 

Chief Cassady reported that the interview phase of the assessment 
center will take place this Thursday on October 10th for four of the 
candidates who applied for the open position. 
 

C. Service Awards 2024 
Chief Cassady noted that approximately 90 members and their families 
will be attending this years service awards.  

 
D. Other Old Business 

Chief Cassady noted that a request for proposal on the roof project is in 
the works. So far fifteen bid packets have been requested.  A pre-bid 
meeting will be held on October 16th at the fire station.   
 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Holiday Gift 

Chief Cassady noted that the Foreign Fire Tax Board will be splitting the 
cost of the holiday gift for employees.  The board provided direction and 
approval on the choice of gift.  
 

B. Firefighter Vacancy 
Chief Cassady reported that with the retirement of Firefighter Chris 
Wallin, the District will need to fill a firefighter vacancy. He asked that 
the board direct the Board of Commissioners to hire from the current 
eligibility roster. 
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Trustee Kosiara motioned to direct the Board of Commissioners to 
fill the vacancy of full-time firefighter position from the eligibility 
roster.. The motion was second by Trustee Osborn.  
 

Roll Call Vote: 
Trustee Kosiara – aye 
Trustee Osborn – aye 
Trustee Foss – absent 

Motion carried.  
 
C. West Suburban Fire Rescue Alliance IGA  

Chief Cassady noted that the IGA was reviewed by the departments 
being added to the alliance – Hanover Park Fire Department and 
Glenside Fire Protection District. Both representing attorneys have 
made some changes and now it is being reviewed by the Wheaton 
attorney.  The agreement will validate upon the date of the execution of 
the agreement by the last member agency signing.  Equipment and 
resource sharing intergovernmental agreements (IGA’s) are still to 
come, as well as an ambulance billing IGA. 
 

Trustee Kosiara motioned to enter into an IGA between the Glenside 
Fire District and the West Suburban Fire Rescue Alliance dated 
effective immediately. The motion was second by Trustee Osborn.  
 

Roll Call Vote: 
Trustee Kosiara – aye 
Trustee Osborn – aye 
Trustee Foss – absent  

Motion carried.  
 
D. Apparatus Purchase 

Chief Cassady noted that there is a tender on the market that the District 
is interested in pursuing to potentially purchase.  The Deputy Chief and 
some of his apparatus team members would like to go and look at the 
vehicle to gather additional information.  A deposit of $20,000 is 
requested to hold the vehicle for us. 
 

Trustee Kosiara motioned to wire the $20,000 hold deposit to 
Southern Fire Apparatus to hold the tender we are interested in 
purchasing.. The motion was second by Trustee Osborn.  
 

Roll Call Vote: 
Trustee Kosiara – aye 
Trustee Osborn– aye 
Trustee Foss – absent 

Motion carried.  
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E. Other New Business 
There was no other new business to discuss. 
 

X. PUBLIC COMMENTS/QUESTIONS 
There were none. 

 
XI. CLOSED SESSION 

Trustee Kosiara motioned to recess the regular meeting to go into closed 
session pursuant to Section (2)(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act (to discuss 
the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or 
dismissal of specific employees of the public body); Section (2)(c)(2) of the 
Act (to discuss collective negotiating matters between the public body and 
its employees); and/or Section (2)(c)(8) of the Act (pending, probable or 
imminent litigation) at 5:44 P.M. The motion was second by Trustee Osborn. 

 
XII. RETURN TO RECESSED MEETING  

Trustee Kosiara motioned to return from closed session at 6:28 P.M. The motion 
was second by Trustee Osborn. Trustee Kosiara asked the record to reflect that 
there was unanimous approval of the motion with all members in attendance 
voting. 
 
No action taken in closed session. 
 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT 
The next regularly scheduled meeting of October 8, 2024 will take place at the 
regular time of 4:30 PM at 1608 Bloomingdale Road, Glendale Heights, Illinois. 

 
Trustee Kosiara motioned to reconvene the meeting to October 10, 2024 at 1:00 P.M. The 
motion was second by Trustee Osborn. Trustee Kosiara asked the record to reflect there 
was unanimous approval of the motion with all members in attendance voting. 
 
Respectfully Submitted By:   
  

/s/ Richard Osborn, Secretary   
  
APPROVED THIS 12TH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2024  
  

/s/ Nicholas Kosiara, President     
  


